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The NOTIONS of the. 


METHODISTS 


| Farther Diſprov's, &c. in a Second Letter 
To'the Wer Mr JohN WESLEY. 


"Reverend Hr, 


HEN your Earneſt Hppeal; Kc. came 
to my hands, I was in hopes to have 
found in it domerhing either to con- 
; firm or contradict the doctrine con- 
tain'd in my. Letter to you; wherein: I drewiup, 
in as ſhort a compaſs as I could, what I take to 
be the doctrine of our Church concerning thoſe 
points, about Which you have been pleas'd of late 
malt unhappily to diſt urb its peace, and the heads 
of your hearers. I expected, from a perſon who 
had for ſo many years employ'd all his thoughts 
in attaining clear conceptions of theſe things, and 
the greateſt part of his time in gealouffy propa- 
gating them, and whois Withal in his own fancy 
at leaſt) blelsid with fuch. exttaordinary illumina- 

tions, that I ſhould — benefit by my 
corre * with you; and thatpby: yout: wife 
inſtructions, my poor N e 1 
e We en lighten d. e UOITRLIG THOT s 
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The Notions of the Methodiſts 
But to my great furpriſe, and (L have forme rea- 


ſon to think) to the admiration of many others, 
you have not vouchſafed to take the leaſt notice 
of what I have advanc'd with regard to the points 
of doctrine; only in general by way of contempt, 
it may be ſuppos'd, of ſo mean a writer, you in pro- 
found humility inform the world, I am unacquainted 
wth the meriis of the cuuſe, and rot oil perfectly 
42 ſtranger zo your life, Zee and writings, b 
allo 0 the word of God, and to the Articles and 
Homilies of our Church. ORR 0 
"Tis true, I never had the curioſity to hear you 
Preach, neither do | ever defign it, ſo long as you 
continue in your preſent diſorderly, coutſe; but a8 
to your writings, I am not ſo 'great à ſtranger to 
them as you would ſuggeſt, having perus'd ſeveral 
of your diſcourſes, and been ſtrangely ſnock'd at 
the amazing accounts you give of yourſelf and 
others in your Journals. And I am apt to think, 
qmpon a more careful and conſiderate reading of 
my Letter, you will find ſeveral; particulars. of it 
diametrically, oppoſite to what you teach; ſo that 
it is in vain to pretend 1 have not tou h*d the 
merits of the cauſe. Nay, you as good as con- 
Feſs I have come pretty cloſe to the matter in de- 
bate, by your affirming, in ſuch a candid and Chri- 
ſtian manner, that I am ſo perfect a ſtranger to 
the word of God, and to the Articles and Ho- 
milies of the Church of England; by which you 
can mean nothing elſe, but that the doctrine I have 
deliver'd is Contrary to that which you imagine 
you have prov'd from thence. | p | 
+ But whatever opinion you may allow yourſelf 
to entertain of my: ignorance, perhaps there are 
Others, at leaſt as knowing in theſe matters as 
yourſelf,, who will not altogether agree with you 
an ſo harſh a cenſure, and will rather look upon 
- this your behaviour, as a freſh mark of your de- 
40 | os ſpiſing 
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piſing your brethren, and a ſpice of ſomething 
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„„ ERS LEE 
* 1 willingly acknowledge myſelf far inferior to 
one of your high attainments, Who eſteem your- 
ſelf abundantly qualified to take upon you the care 
of all the Churches, and therefore no doubt juſtly 
entitle yourſelf to look down with a ſcornful pity 
upon men of lower endowments. But for all 
that, I ſhall not think myſelf bound to ſubmit to 
your authority, to what high pitch ſoever you may 
exalt it, unleſs you prove your doctrine much more 
ſtrongly than you have already. done, to be agree- 
able to the Scriptures, and the determinations of 
our Church, and mine to be repugnant to them. 
But 1 now begin to deſpair of your making ſack 
an attempt, ſince ft is eaſy enough to diſcover your 
talent does not fo much Tie in cloſe arguing as in 
a looſe way of haranguing, and thereby working 
upon the paſſions of the ignorant, which does not 

require a cool head, but only a warm imagination. 
Thus it is you draw diſciples. after you,” and this 
is the method all other ſeQaries. take to delude 
the people. They make a fait ſhew in the fleſh; 
they take what care they can to ſecure the form 
of godlineſs ; they make their Appeals tov the 
world, that they are not as other men are, extor- 
tioners, unjuſt, adulterers, and' the like; and in 
the words of the ſpotleſs Lamb. himfelf, they ſo- 
lemnly demand, which of yon now convinces us of 
Jin, or can perſonally convict us of any ungodli- 
neſs, or unholineſs of converſation ?.' And laſtly, 
with good words, and fair.ſpeeches, they deceive 

the hearts of the people. | V 
But what ſignify all theſe ſpecious pretences, 
ſince the manifeſt end of them is deceit, and ſince 
thoſe who uſe them, teach new doctrines, and in 
order to make them ſpread the farther, cauſe fac- 
tions and diviſions in the Church? And that you 
2 | 2 are 


mo 


| | vans, (but whe 15 to me no better 
ö than a company of illiterate Enthuſiaſts) 'atid of 
the doctrine acid taught, and you approve 
of as found and orthodox. ' But this 1 need not 
ſtay to confute, the Rev. Mr Tucker, in his excel- 
lent Book, intitled, A Brief Hiſtory, of the Prin- 
ciples of. the Methodiſts, having ſubſtantially done 
it to my hand, by ſhewing, in a clear and conyin- 
; cing manner, the many abſurdities and inconfiſten- 
cies of it. And 1 muſt needs ſay, that till you 
have made a ſolid teply to that piece, all eonfi- 
| dering men muſt admire at your behaviour, and 
| many will believe themſelves to have evident proof 


| * you are obſtinate in error, and condemn'd by the 
| judgment even of your own conſcience. _ 
| In page 81 of your third Journal, You” tell us 
1 in what points you differ from a part of the Clergy 


of the Church of Exglaud, by which, as appears 
from other places of your writings, you mean the 
much greateſt part, who, as you flanderouſly at- 


1 firm, diſſent from the Church's doctrine. 
1 « Firſt (you ſay) they ſpeak of Juſtification, ei- 
1 ther as the ſame thing with Sanctifi cation, or as 


« ſomething conſequent upon it. You believe 

7 „ Juſlification to be wholly diſtinct from Sancti- 
7 e fication, and neceſſarily antecedent to it.“ To 
e this I anſwer, that here you are not poſitive they 
confound Juſtiſication and Sanctification, or make 

them one and the ſame thing. If therefore you 

had not bore ſome ill. will to your brethren, and 

had a ſtrong inclination to blacken them, one 1829 

| ur ery. 
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reaſonably ſuppoſe you would have omitted fuch 
an inſinuation. | 0}. 458 18 8 ih 3.34% 1 95:3 

"Tis very true they do affert; and upon good 
grounds, that Juſtification is in its nature ſome- 
thing conſequent upon Sanctification; for this is 
agreeable to the whole tenor of the Scriptures. Our 
blefled Saviour gives his diſciptes a commiſſion to 
teach, or make diſciples of, all nutions 3 
them, and in order to this, by reaching them t ob 
ſerve all things whatſdever he has commanded them, 
as St Matthew informs us. St Mark informs us, 
that our Lord enjoin'd them 0 go into all the 
world, and to preach the goſpel to every creature, 
and told them, that he that believeth, and is bapti- 
zed, Hall be ſaved, and be that believeib not, fhall 
be damm d. And to fhew that repentance is in- 
cluded in believing, St Late declares our Saviour 
order*d them to preach Repentance and Remiſſion of . 
fins, in his name, among all nations. © © 5 

Accordingly we find St Peter ditecting his coun- 
trymen, who defired to know of him what they 
muſt do to free themſelves from the guilt of cru» 
cifying our Saviour, 20 repent and be baptized epery 
one of them in the name of Feſus Chriſt for the Re- 
miſſion of ſins; and to 3 and be converted, that 
their fins might be blotted out. And St Paal alſo 
aſlures us, that, in order to their converſion, he 
teſtiſied both to the Jews and Greeks 'Repentanca 
towards God, and Faith towards our Lord Feſas 
Chriſt. And in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, he calls 
Repentance from dead works, and faith towards God, 
a part of the firſ# principles or rudiments of chri- 
ſtianity, in which men were inſtructed before bap- 
tiſm, and which were to precede it. And to ſhew 
that Sanctification is previous to Juſtification, he 
ſays expreflly, that by one offering be hath perfected 
Jor ever them that are ſanttified; that is, through 
the expiation upon the crols, all penitent 1 
5 made 
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made holy by the grace of God, are freed from 
the guilt and puniſhment of their ns. 
And to the Corinthians, But ye are waſh'd, 
(ſays he) bat ye are ſanckiſied, but ye are juſtified ; 
where the t Wo latter are manifeſtly explanatory 
of the former. By waſb'd is meant their baptiſm, 
and by their baptiim is meant, firſt their Sanctifi- 
cation, and. then their Juſtification, to ſhew that 
God iu £037 remits the ſins of only penitent 
believers, and gives them a right to everlaſting 
bliſs. . St Peter alſo, writing to the diſpers'd Fews, 
.calls them the Ele& on two accounts; firſt, thro? 
the ſanctification of the ſpirit unto obedience, when 
they were call'd by the preaching of the Goſpel, 
and then through the ſprinkling of the blood of 
Jeſus, which clearly denotes their Juſtification or . 
remiſſion. of ſins .in baptiſm. . Agreeably to this, 
the ſame Apoſtle affirms, that baptiſm doth ſave us 
or juſtify us, which does not only conſiſt of the 
outward ceremony, the putting away the filth of 
the, fleſh, but alſo contains in it zhe anſwer of a 
. good conſcience towards God, whereby men before- 

Tra declare their faith and repentance, and reſo- 
lution to live as becomes thoſe who enter into 
the Chriſtian Covenant. 4 
I have, I preſume, ſaid enough to ſatisfy any 
reaſonable perſon, that at leaſt ſome degree of 
Sanctifi cation goes before Juſtification, . and that 
the hearts of all adult perſons muſt be purified b) 
faith and repentance wrong in them by God's 
prace, before God will juſtify or pardon them in 
"baptiſm. . This then is the proceſs of God's juſti- 
fying adult perſons, for I now ſpeak of no other. 
By the preaching of the word, and the explanatory 
inſtructions of thoſe who are God's Embaſſadors, 
to whom he hath committed the word of recon- 
Ciliation, men are call'd upon to believe the truths 
of the Goſpel, both ſpeculative and practical, and 


alſo 


done Of £ 
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' alſo its promiſes and threatnings, and to repent of 
their fins with full purpoſe of heart to forſake 
them, and amend their lives for the future., 
God accompanies his word and his miniſtry with 
his grace, by the virtue and power of which they obey 
the heavenly call, and being ſufficiently inſtructed 
in the Chriſtian Religion, they are admitted to bap- 
tiſm, ben firſt they covenant to renounce the 
devil, the world and the fleſh, to believe all the 
articles of the chriſtian faith, ande to keep God's 
holy will and commandments, and to walk in the 
ſame all the days of their life. Then the Mini- 
ſter, repreſenting the perſon of God, baptizes them, 
and thereby pardons them who with hearty tepen- 


tance and true faith have turn'd unto him, and 


gives them the compleat grace of Regeneration; 
that is, more fully ſanctiſies them, by conferring 
on them a larger meaſure of God's holy ſpirit, 
that they may perſevere in their juſtified ſtate to 
the end of their lives. I e e aun 
And thus Juſtification always ſuppoſes Sancti- 
fication antecedent to it: For as without holineſs 
no man can ſee the Lord, or receive the reward 
of true believers; ſo neither can unſanctiſled per- 


ſons: be reconciled to God, or be in a ſtatèe of ſal- 


vation, which is the ſame thing as to be juſtified. - 
And that Sanctifi cation precedes Juſtification at 
baptiſm, is plain alſo from the univerſal teſtimony 
and conteſt of the primitive church. Indeed, in 


the apoſtolical age, at the firſt plantation of chri- 


ſtianity, as appears from the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
catechiſing was not long before baptiſm, which 
the infant ſtate of the church, aud the zeal of the 
converts, required. But in aſter- ages, upon the 
converſion of the heathens, it was found neceſſary 
to lengthen this time of trial, leſt the Ghurch ſhould 


be filFd with vicious men. Fot this, reaſon they 


appointed ſeveral orders and degrees of cage 
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mens, Who, for ſome. conſiderable time before bap= 
tum, were inſtructed in the principles of the Chri · 
tian Religion, in the nature of repentance, and 
the" terms of the goſpel-eovenant, and prepared 
themſelves for ee: holy r prayers and 
abſtinence. —_ | 
And this appears from the cen Faſtin 
Martyr gives us: As many''( ſays he) as believe 
the things to be true which we teach, and pro- 
« miſe to donſorm their lives to the laws of our 
rs religion, they firſt: of all learn to ask pardon 
4 of God for their fins paſt, by prayers and faſt- 
„ ings, we joining our prayers and faſtings with 
«' theirs.” Then they are —＋ by us to a place 
4 here there is water; and they are regenerated 
<«< after the ſame manner of regene ration by which 
« we ourſelves were regenerated. We have receiv'd 
ce this account-of this affair from the apoſtles. Since 
„ we, being ignorant of our firſt birth, were ac 
cc cultom'd to evil, and educated in wickedneſs ; 
« that we might not remain the children of ne- 
« ceſſity andi ignorance, but of choice and know- 
«:Jedge, and might obtain the remiſſton of our 
« fins which wre had before committed, there is 
„named upon him who hath choſen to be rege- 
e .nerated, and hath repented of his ſins, the name 
„ of the Father, Beef? ee 
By this account the catechumens were ſan&tified 
by taith and repentance, and the exereiſes of prayer 
and faſting, before they receiv'd the baptiſtnal re- 
miſſion. And that they were to ſhew they had 
not receiv'd the grace of converſion in vain; and 
were to give evidence ol their ſincere repentance 
and piety, is farther manifeſt from hence, that ec- 
eleſiaſtical cenſures were inflicted on them if they 
laps'd into groſs and ſcandalous offences. 
Thus it was decreed by the great council of 
Nie, en 14. that tf any of the * 
o 
a 


» 
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e whom they more eſpecial hy mean the higheſt 


rank of them; had Japs'd,-they:\ſhould! be des 


« graded to the-clafs of hearers for three yeats; 
„ and after that be admitted to pray with the c 
© techumens again, Now I hope the judgment 
of this firſt general council, whoſe authority was 
—_ ways held in the greateſt veneration, will have 
e regard paid to it by all orthodox chriſtians; 
— the idle preaehments of the orary Mar cui 
or any of their fanatical diſciples. 
Let us next ſee hut is the ſenſe of -our-own 
Church in this point. Now does not ſhe; in her 
Catechiſm, require of perſons to-be-baptiz'd, Ne- 
ee whereby 22 for for ſake fr, and conſequently 
come holy and are lan dißed, as well as Faith? 
Does not ſhe, in her office for the baptiſm of 4⸗ 
dults, -preferibe; that due cure may be taken for 
their examination, whether they be ſufficiently. in · 
ſtructed in the principles o the Chriſtian Religion, 
and that they may be exhogted to prepare them - 
ſelves with prayers: and faſtings for the receiving 
of this holy ſacrament? Does ſhe: not there de- 
clare, that God will favourably receive: thefe pre- 
ſent perſons, eruly repenting, and coming unto him 
by faith, and grant them remiſſion of their ſins, 
and beſtow upon them the Holy Ghoſt? And 
does not ſhe make them openly profeſs their re- 
pentance, and theit pious reſolutions of Reeping 
God's holy will and W und: we: 
ing in the ſame continually ?- 
Beſides, in many places both in her Homilies 
and Liturgy, too long to enumerate, ſhe/affirms 
converſion and repentance to be neceſſary for re- 
miſſion of fins, and reconciliation with God, which 
is the ſame thing as Juſtification, particularly in 
the Confeſſion and Abſolution in the Daily Ser- 
vice and Communion Office, and in the Com- 
mination, and in the Homily of Repentance. 80 
that 
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that the Olergy of our Church are fully vindica- 
ted, who teach, that ſomt degree of Sanctiſiea- 
tion, wrought in us by the grace of God, goes 
before the firſt Juſtification: ; which Sanctifi cation 
receives a great increaſe in baptiſm, when men 
are endowid with a more ample meaſure of it, 
are more fully renew'd in the ſpirit of their minds, 
and more compleatly regenerated by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that they may be enabled to continue and 
preſerve their Juſtification; till they are finally ac- 
quitted at the Day of Judgment. 

In ſhort, the true'doQrine of our church is, that 
men are imperfectly ſanctified before the baptiſmal 
Juſtification ; and to deny this, is to caluminate her 
in the groſſeſt manner, and _ her contradict 
the ſcriptures. © 2900 

To ay that no Sanfification precedes Juſtifica- 
tion, is to ſay, that God, in direct oppoſition to 
his own attributes of wiſdom, holineſs: and juſtice, 
remits the fins af impenitent ſinners, and puts them 
8 a ſtate of ſalvation; and if ſo, then the clear 

ſequence is, that he will actually ſave them: 
Bs it cannot admit of the leaſt doubt, but that 
God will ſave thoſe to whom he has given a right 
to ſalvation. Now you on he E impenitent 
or unſanctified ſinners a right to ſalvation, there- 
fore it follows that he will ſave them. And thus 
if nozſort of Sanctification is neceſſary before, nei- 
ther can it be neceſſary after Juſtification, which 
is manifeſtly the very dregs of Antinomianiſm. - 
I have the charity to believe, indeed, you are 
not ſenũble of this wretched conſequence; but 
that your doctrine here is agreeable with it, is but 
too evident. Indeed, in your ſermon on Salvation 
by Faith, you ſeem to ſpeak more conſiſtently with 
truth: but this only ſhews the inconſiſtency of 
your notions, and that W can a digeſt pal- 
rig contradictions. © 
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2. You ſay, They (meaning the Clergy) ſpeak 


* of our own holineſs, or godd works, as the 


« cauſe of our Juſtification ; or that. for the ſake 
« of which, on account of which we are jultified 
« before God. You believe, neither our own ho- 
« lineſs, nor good works, are any part of the 
« cauſe of our Juſtification ;. but that the death 
« and righteouſnets of Chriſt are the whole and 
&« ſole cauſe of it; or that for the ſake, of which, 
« on account of which we. are juſtified before 
COT. or 3 | 
Now here you would intimate, the Clergy ge- 
nerally aſſert, that our own holineſs, or good 
works, are in part the meritorious cauſe of our Ju- 
ſtification. But this, I take leave to ſay, is a mere 
ſlander, which you can never prove. If any have 
leſs accurately ſaid, that our own holineſs is the 
cauſe of our jultißeation, they mean undoubtedly 
no more, than that it is the condition or the cauſe 
without which God will not juſtify us. And if 
they have farther aſſerted, that for the ſake of our 
holineſs, or on account of it, we are juſtified be- 
fore God, which are expreſſions not ſo proper and 
exact as they ſhould be; no one can fairly inter- 
pret them to ſignify, that we are juſtified through 
the merit of our holineſs, but only through it as 
part of the condition to be perform'd by us for 
the obtaining Juſtifi cation. eg 
You yourſelf acknowledge, we are juſtified. or 
ſaved through faith; and ſuppoſe you had leſs cau- 
tiouſly expreſs'd yourſelf, and ſaid, that we are 
ſav'd for the ſake of, on account of, our faith, 
wouldn't you have thought yourſelf very injuriouſly 
dealt with, if any one had charg'd you with preach- 


Ang up the merit of faith? Undoubredly you would, 


and with reaſon. You are therefore too haſty in 


judging your brethren, who utterly diſclaim this 
doctrine as much as you do. | 


e 


charged them fal 
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They believe, as well as you, that neither our. 
holineſs, nor our good works, are any part of the 
meritorious cauſe of our Juſtification, and that the 
active and paſſive righteouſneſs of Chriſt is wholly 
and ſolely in it. But they likewiſe believe, and 
that rightly, that our inward holineſs, and thoſe 
inward good works of faith, repentance, hope and 
charity, and the like, to which we are excited by 
the preventing and aſſiſting grace of God working 
in us, are neceſſarily requir'd to our Juſtification ; 
which is more than you believe, who will allow 
nodegree of SanQification previous to Juſtification, 
in contradiction both to truth, and to your own 
doctrine in other places. | | | 

3. You affirm, * They ſpeak of good works, 
« as a condition of Juſtification, neceſſarily pre- 
« vious to it. You believe no good work can 
ce be previous to Juſtification, nor conſequently 
« a condition of it; but that we are juſtified (be- 
« cauſe till that hour ungodly, and therefore in- 
« capable of doing any good work) by faith a- 
« lone, faith without works, faith, tho” produce- 
« ing all, yet including no good works.” 

Here you aſſert, they ſpeak of good works as a 
condition of Juſtification, which is manifeſtly in- 
conſiſtent with your aſſertion, that they ſpeak of 


them, as part of the meritorious cauſe of them ; 


and conſequently. by your own confeſſion you 
ly before. But you believe no 
good work can be previous to Jultification, nor 
conſequently a condition of it. But, God be 
prais'd, this is no part of our church's belief, who 
has no where deliver'd ſuch abominable doctrine. 
On the contrary, I have ſhewn before, that ſhe 
reaches repentance as well as faith is previous to 
Juſtification. eee dae wet 
And you clearly acknowledge the truth of this 
do ctrine, in p. 10. of your fermon on 9 
5 g at: 


1 
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faith: „ In the ſame hour, ſay yon, that Paul and 
« Silas began to preach, the jailor repented, ber 
« liev'd. and was baptiz'd: as. were three thouſand 
« by St Peter, on the day of Pentecoſt, who all 
« repented and believed at his firſt preaching.” If 
you will not hearken to the church, of which 
you reckon yourſelf a member, have ſame regard 
at leaſt. to your own words, and no longer der 
ceive both yourſelf and your unhappy followers. 
But you aſſign a reaſon, why. no good work 
can be previous to Juſtification, nor conſequent- 
ly a condition, to wit, becauſe we are jultified, 
being till that hour ungodly, and therefore inca- 
pable of doing any good work. But pray are not 
the acts of faith, which men are moved to do by 
the divine grace, good works? Are not the feve- 
ral acts conain'd under the notion of repentance, 
good works? You own in this very place that 
taith is the condition of Juſtification. And you 
own likewiſe in the paſſage I have juſt now cited 
ſrom your own ſermon, that repentance is ſo too, 
With what Face then can you lay down. that lit- 
tle leſs than blaſphemous poſition, that the un- 
godly as ſuch, that is, who neither heartily be- 
lieve nor repent, (otherwiſe they are not properly 
ungodly, or incapable of doing any good work) 
are juſtified ? | rat's f | 
his is contrary to the plain words of ſcripture, 
where it is ſaid, Exod. xxiv. 7. that God wil 
u means clear the guilty : And Prov, xvii. 18. He 
that juſtiſieib the wicked, and be that condemnei h 
the juſt, they both are an abomination; 19, the. Lord. 
And ſurely if God deteſts men, who thus con- 
tound good and evil, it is moſt impious to ima» 
gine that God patronizes ſuch a vile practice by 
his on example. It contradicts thoſe. innumer- 
able places of ſcripture, where repentance is made 
part of the condition for Aging eee eee 
2 us. 
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ſins. It is repugnant to the divine juſtice and ho- 
Iineſs, ſince it implies that God remits the ſins of 
them, and conſequently gives them a right to e- 
ternal life, who are not cleans'd from their vices, 
and in ſome ſenſe made partakers of the divine 
nature. F , 
ITbeſe one would think are abſurdities enough 
to overſet this ſcandalous poſition, which you 
might have learnt of the Antinominans at home, 
without giving yourſelf the fatigue of travelling 
to Moravia, to have an opportunity of talking 
with the nonſenſical chriſtian David, the carpen- 
ter, and of enjoying the bleſſing of hearing hin 
preach, and vent theſe ſame wretched crudities, 
See 2d Journal, p. 54. © S 4 
The text you found this your doctrine upon is, 
I ſuppoſe, Rom. iv. 7. To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that jaſtifieth the un- 
« godly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs.” 
But this is nothing to your purpoſe, the meaning 
of it being briefly this: If a reward was due to 
him that worketh by his own natural powers, 
without the aſſiſtance of the divine grace, then he 
might claim the reward not as coming from God's 
grace and goodneſs, but as ſtrictly due to him: 
But in the caſe of Abraham it was not ſo. God 
in his calling and juſtifing him, who was ungod- 
iy, having been guilty of idolatry particularly 
which was a very grievous crime, had no regard 
to any works of his done by his own ſtrength; 
but to him not working in this manner, but be- 
Jieving on him that juſtifieth the ſinner, who up- 
on ſuch belief repents and reforms his life, and 
obeys the divine will, his faith was accounted to 
him for righteouſneſs. | I 
Here then all ſort of works are not excluded, 
but only pretended meritorious works, which ex- 
act the reward from God as a debt; and not 07 
Ul | — . WOTES. 


works as are perform'd in the ſtrength of faith, 
which itlelt is the gift of God, and ſuppoſes that 
all good gifts come from God through the alone 
merits of Chriſt, and has an eye to grace, by vir- 
tue of which all works done in faith Jikewiſe 
muſt be effected. This faith which implies obedi- 
ence without merit, was accounted to Abrabam 
fot ſtrict and meritorious righteouſneſs. And ſo 
likewiſe is the faith of all true believers, who 
walk in the ſteps of that faith of our father Abra- 
ham. ' LF e108) . age eo 
In the next place it appears, God does not juſ- 
tify the ungodly, continuing ſuch as he was be- 
fore his call; but he juſtifies the ungodly or ſin- 
ner, having firſt believ'd, and thereupon repented 
and obey'd, as Abraham did. In ſhort,” God does 
not juſtify finners abſolutely, but ſuch ſinners, as 
our church expreſſes it, who truly repent and un- 
feignedly believe his holy goſpel, ſuch finners as 
our bleſſed Saviour came into the world to' fave ; 
and if he will not ſave thoſe hereafter who are 
impenitent, undoubtedly neither will he pardon 
and abſolve them here. Every child that has 
learnt his catechiſm in our church, knows the 
terms of the goſpel-covenant, and I am ſure un- 
godlineſs is no part of them; and 1 am ſorry you 
mould be ſo unhappy as to teach ſuch doctrine. 
But as good lack would have it, you in this 
very place do in ſome meaſure contradict your- 
ſelf. “ We are juſtified, ſay yon, by faith alone, 
„faith without works, faith (tho' producing all, 
yet) including no good work.” I confeſs in- 
deed this is very crudely expreſs'd, and ſeems to 
- contradict itfelf,, as well as what you had before 
aſſerted. But firſt let me obſerve, that you grant we 
are juſtified by faith producing good works. It 
then follows, that faith produeing all good works 
is the condition of „ even in your own 


3 ſenſe. 
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ſenſe. If ſo, then it muſt before Juſtification pro- 
duce all inward good works atleaſt, ſuch as re- 
penrance, charity, &c. God mainly regarding the. 
obedience of the heart, and requiring out ward works 
only as there is opportunity for them. 
- To this deſeription of juſtifying faith, which you 
have here given us, let me add what you ſay in 
p. 8. of your ſermon on ſalvation by faith. There 
you tell us, in anſwer to an objection, « That to 
« preach Salvation or Juſtification by faith only, 
<« 1s to preach againſt holineſs and good works: 
se Tt would indeed be ſo if we ſpake, as ſome do, 
e of a faith which was ſeparate from theſe,” But 
„ we ſpeak of a faith which it not ſo, but neceſ- 
« farily productive of all good works, and all 
* holineſs,” :; 7 .: At e. 28 adn ters 
In your own opinion then, the faith by which 
we are juſtified, is a faith which neceſſarily pro- 
duces holineſs, and is not ſeparate from it. If ſo, 
then it is not the ſingle virtue of faith, but a com- 


plex thing made up of faith, eonſider'd diſtinctly, 


and holineſs together, ſince holineſs is part of the 
very idea and definition of it. Another conſe- 
quence is, that holineſs, and therefore ſanctifi cation, 
muſt neceſſarily precede Juſtification, let it be only 
for a few moments, becauſe the faith which muſt 
precede Juſtification, cannot poſſibly be ſeparate 
trom it. MFG Boon wr 11 


It follows thirdly; that holineſs or good works 


mulſt be a part of the condition of . Juſtification, 
neceſſarily previous to it, for the fame reaſon. And 


laſtly it follows, that no ungodly perſon, incapa- 
ble of doing any good work, is juſtified, but only 


ſuch; ungodly perſons, or ſinners, who are peni- 
tent, and ſanctified by that faith from which holi- 
- neſs or good works are inſeparable. Thus you 


ſee how conſiſtent your ſcheme: of principles — 


—_ 4 
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and "had clear inſtructions, er poor hearers are 
to expect from you. 

But the moſt glaring contradiction of all is 
couch'd in theſe. very words themſelves, © We 
axe juſtified by faith alone, faith without works, 
. faith, tho? producing all, yet including no good 
4e work, ” as thus: Fele two propoſitions are 
plainly contradiQory, . “We are juſtified. by faith 

«- alone, faith without works,” and We are ju- 
« {tified by faith producing all good works” for 
certainly faith producing all good works, is not 
faith alone, or faith without or ſeparate from good 
works, It is likewiſe much the ſame contradic- 
tion to ſay, that erk faith produces all, and 
yet includes no good work. Now if it necefſarily 
produces all good works, and they cannot be ſe- 
parated from it, as you allow, then it can't ſubſiſt 
without good works, and conſequently they be- 
long to the very eſſence of it, and muſt be inclu- 
ded in its very definition. 

And thus, Sir, I have very Sli prov'd, that 
you have both many ways contradicted your, own 
doctrine, and have likewiſe manifeſtly overturn'd 
it: and while you would, to gain a party, per- 
ſuade your followers the Clergy teach falſe doc- 
tine, you in the upſnot teach the very ſame, _ 

What. a ridiculous thing then is it in you to go 
from one end of the nation to the other, lament- 
ing the hereſies of your brethren, and inſtilling 
into the minds of the people, that they ate led into 
errors by their paſtors; when the truth is, you are 
either perverting them with Solifidias and Antino- 
mian blaſphemies, to which ſome of your principles 
have an apparent tendency, or ele involve the doc - 
trines of Faith and Juſtification in . fuch- obſcure 
and unintelligible terms, that it would conduce 
much more both to their inſtruction and ſalyation, 
if they would adhere to their own Guides, who 

explain 
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explain their duty to them clearly, and without any 
ambiguity, and leave you to ruminate upon theſe 
nice points, till you can ſpeak and write more 
diſtinctly and accurately about them? But if you 
will neither forbear to preach, nor they to hear 
you, may not this ſentence be N to you, that 
you are a blind leader of the blind. b 

But you cenfidentiy appeal to te Jaggntene of 
the church in her Articles and Homilies, and claim 
to yourſelves that venerable authority. Now we as 
willingly ſubſcribe to her doctrine as you poſſibly 
could do, and have the greateſt reverence for her 
authority ; and being fully convinc'd ſhe has clearly 
determin'd on our fide, I will endeavour to ſhew, 
that if you are not a ſtranger to her words, yet 

ou are entirely ſo to the ſenſe of them, which is 

uite oppoſite to what you would put upon them. 
Her XIth Article is, We are accounted righteous 
< before God, only for the merits of our Lord 
« and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not for 
« gur-own' works or 1 "Wherefore that 
„ e are juſtified by faith only, is a moſt whole- 
« ſome doQrine; and very full of comfort, as 
„% more largely is expreis'd in the Homily of Jo 
« ſtifi cation.“ 

To this Homily then let us go for the true in- 
terpretation of this Article. And firſt, let us ſec 
what ſort of faith that is, which every man muſt 
have as requiſite to Juſtification. Why, the Ho- 
mily' expreſſly ſays, p. 13. (Ed. Oxon. 1683) that 
it is a true and lively faith, and that this faith does 
not ſhut out — hope, love, dread, and the 
fear of God, to be join'd with faith in every man 
that is juſtified. Here then it is evident, that re- 
pentance, c. are to be join'd with that faith which 


juſtifies; aud ee oline "provedes: J uſti- 
reac 1 | | 3 $4 #4 
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In p. 15. there ate theſe words: “ Nevertheleſs 
„this ſentence, that we be juſtified by faith only, 
« js not ſo meant of them, that the ſaid juſtifying, 
“ faith is alone in man without true repentance, 
ce hope, charity, dread, and the fear of God, at 
« any time and ſeaſon.” »Tis plain, that ſuch. 2 
faith as juſtifies, comprehends all theſe; and if a- 
dult perſons have. not this faith,” they ſhall not be 
juſtified in baptiſm ; neither if any fall into fin af- 
ter baptiſm ſhall ' they obtain God's grace and te- 
miffion, unleſs they believe ſo as truly to repent 
and turn unfeignedly to him. Now this clearly 
contradicts your doctrine which 1 have been al- 
ready confuting. 

Hat you will ſay, if this be the caſe, how are 
we juſtified by faith only, as the Article expreſſes 
it? To this I anſwer, in the very Words of the 
Homily, that we be jultified' by faith only, free- 

« ly, and without works, is ſpoken to take away 
« -clearly all merit of our works, as being unable 
4e to deſerve our Juſtification at God's hands.— 
« And becauſe no man ſhould err, by miſtaking 
« of this doctrine, 1 ſhall plainly and ſhortly de- 
<« clare the underſtanding of the ſame. Firſt you 
&« ſhall underſtand, that in our Juſtification by 
« Chriſt, it is not all one thing, the office of God 
« unto man, and the office of man unto God. 
« Juſtification is not the office of man, but of 
« God; for man cannot make himſelf righteous 
« by his own works, neither in part nor in whole. 
« But Juſtification is the Office of God only, 
« and is not a thing which we render unto him, 
« but which we receive of him; not which we 
« pive to him, but which we take of him, by his 
« free mercy, and by the ozly merits of his moſt 
« dearly beloved fon. © 

4 So that the true underſtanding of this doRrine: 
« We be juſtified truly by faith without * 

© that 
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that we be juſtified by faith in Chriſt only, is not 
that this our own act to believe in Chriſt, or 


this our faith in Chriſt, which is within us, doth 


Juitify us, and deſerve. our Juſtification unto. us 
(for that were to count ourſelves to be juſtified 


by ſome act or virtue that is within ourſelves) 


but the true underſtanding and meaning thereof 


© 'is, that altho' we hear God's Word and believe 
it, altho' we have faith, hope, charity, repentance, 
dread and fear of God within us, and do never 
ſo many good works thereunto : yet we muſt 


renounce the merit of all our ſaid virtues of 
faith, hope, Charity, and all other virtues and 
good deeds, which we either have done, ſhall do, 


or can do, as things that are far too weak and 


inſufficient, and imperfe&, to deſerve remiſſion 


of our fins and our Juſtification ; and. therefore 


we muſt truſt only in God's mercy, and that 


Sacrifice, which our High-Prieſt and Saviour 
" Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, once offered for us 


upon the Croſs, to obtain thereby (to wit, by 
that ſacrifice) God's grace and remiſſion, as well 
of our original ſin in Baptiſm, as of actũal ſin. 
committed by us after our Baptiſm, if we truly 
repent and turn unfeignedly to him again. 

% So. that—as great and as goodly a virtue as 
the lively faith is, yet it putteth us from itſelf, 
and remitteth or appointeth us to Chriſt, for to 
have only by him remiſſion of ſins, or Juſtiſica- 
tion. So that our faith in Chriſt as it were, 
ſaith unto us thus, It is not I that take away 
your ſins, but it is Chriſt only, and to him only 
I ſend you for that purpoſe, ſorſaking therein 


all your good virtues, words, thoughts, and 


works, and only putting your truſt in Chriſt.“ 
And p. 17. Truth it is, that our own works 
don't juſtify us, to ſpeak properly of our Juſtifi- 
cation, that is to ſay, our works do not mor uk 

: bhi * Or 
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« or deſerve remiſſion of our ſins, and make us, 
« of unjuſt, juſt before God: but God, 'of his 
« own mercy, through the merits and defervings 
« of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, doth juſtify us. Never- 
ce theleſs, becauſe faith doth directly ſend us to 
« Chriſt for remiſſion of our ſins, and that b 
« faith given us of God we embrace the promiſe 
« of God's mercy, and of the remiſſion of our 
« fins, (which thing none other of our virtues or 
« works properly doth) therefore the Scripture 
« uſeth to ſay, that faith without works doth ju- 
e ſtify. — And becauſe all this is brought to paſs 
„ through the only merits and deſervings of our 
« Saviour Chriſt, and not through our merits, or 
« through the merits of any virtue that we have 
« within us, or any work that cometh from us; 
ce therefore in that reſpect of merit and deſerving, 
„ we forlake as it were altogether again faith, 
« works, and all other virtues.” 

From which words theſe things following may 
clearly be gather'd: that it is the office of God 
only to juſtify through his free grace and mercy: 
that Chriſt's ſacrifice, once offer d upon the croſs 
for us, is the only meritorious cauſe of our Juſti- 
fication : that though faith, join'd with repentance, 
charity, c. are requiſite on our parts, in order 
to our pardon and ſalvation, yet they are too 
mean and imperſect to deſerve any thing at God's 
hand, and therefore we are to aſcribe the merit of 
our Juſtification to Chrilt only, and renounce the 
merit of our faith, and all other graces united with 
it: that we are ſaid to be juſtified by faith only, 
not that faith, more than any other grace, is a 
mean or condition of our Juſtification, for they 
muſt all be join'd in that reſpeC&; but purely be- 
cauſe faith alone, among all the other graces an 
virtues, directly points, and has reſpect to the me- 
tits of Chriſt's ſacrifice, by which alone we deſerve 
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all the promiſes of the Goſpel; that therefore to 
ſay we are juſtified by faith alone, is, properly 
ſpeaking, the ſame thing in effe& as to ſay, we 
are juſtified by the alone merits of Chriſt, to whom 
faith directly ſends us for the remiſſion of our ſins: 
that conſequently this expreſſion, We are juſtified 
by faith alone, is not proper but figurative, being a 
metonymy, where the ad of faith is put for the 
obje& about which it is converſant, to wit, the 
free grace and mercy of God promis'd thro? the 
merits of Chriſt : that, laſtly, it is very fit to retain 
this form of ſpeaking, becauſe it hinders all hu- 
man merits from having any ſhare in the matter 
of Juſtification; and we xſe it, as our Church 
ſpeaks, in the humbling of ourſelves to God, and to 


give all the glory to our Saviour Chriſt, who is beſt 


worthy to have it. 5 | 

This is the ſum of our Church's doctrine, de- 
ſign'd to overturn the Popiſh doctrine of the merit 
of good works ; but by no means intended to op- 
pole the neceſſity of them, as a condition requir'd 
of thoſe who ſhall be juſtified, or to countenance 
the Solifidian error, which you ſeem too much to 
lean to, when you aſlert, that we are juſtified by 


the ſingle virtue of faith alone, not including any 


good work; a doctrine of very dangerous conſe- 
quence, which all your exhortations to piety and 
a good life, can never ſanctify or correct. 
If this be the doctrine you blame us for oppo- 
ſing, you may aſſure yourſelf we will do it with 
all our might; we will leave no ſtone unturn'd 
as far as arguments will go, to vindicate the doc- 
trine of our Church from miſinterpretations, and 
ourſelves, who have the honour to defend it, from 
calumnies : and while you make your utmoſt ef- 
forts to poiſon the flock, it is our indiſpenſable 
duty, by God's aſſiſtance, to provide a ſuitable an- 


tidote. Juſtification by faith then means no more 


than 
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than our being juſtified by the grace of God thro? 


the alone merits of Chriſt; which grace and mer- 
cy is apprehended by faith, and applied to us by 
virtue-of God's promiſe, upon our performing the 


condition requir'd. 


It is plain from the Homily, this phraſe does not 
exclude the condition preſcrib'd in the goſpel co- 
venant, which is ſuch a faith as is made effectual 
by love, or ſuch a faith as comprehends the obe- 
dience of the heart; for if it did, it would exclude 
even faith itſelf, which is manifeſtly abſurd. Now 
this expreſſion of -Juſtification by faith only, being 
by many much miſunderſtood, and having been the 
unhappy occaſion of endleſs controverſies, though 
when rightly apply'd againſt the doctrine of merit, 
it is a way of ſpeaking very proper, and ſo is eaſy 
to be defended in the good ſenſe in which the 
church uſes it; yet our divines have commonl 
diſus'd it, on account of the bad meaning in hic 
the Aztizomtians, and the like ſectaries, have un- 
derſtood-it, and have choſe to explain the ſame 
doctrine in other plainer and leſs exceptionable 
terms. | 

This is the caſe; and from hence it is, that the 
Methodiſts have taken an unjuſt occaſion to vilify 
us, and to aſſert, with ſo much confidence and 
talſhood, we have deſerted the principles of the 
reformation. But after all your tragical outcries, 
I fear it will at length be found you are the men 
that have really done ſo, having impoſed a ſenſe 
upon the Articles and Homilies, which is directly 
contrary to their true meaning, as I hope I have 
clearly ſhewn. * 

4. You ſay, the clergy ſpeak of Sanctifi cation 
or holineſs as an outward thing. This, I muſt 
tell you, is a mere ſlander. They plead as much 
for inward holineſs, as any body of men whate- 
ver: and moreover they contend for it, (which is 
"3 C more 


* * 
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more than you do) as previous to the firſt Juſti- 
freation.; and likewiſe urge, that it ought to be 
continued in, and -augmented by our diligently 
uſing all the means” of grace, and co-operating 
with the grace of God, and the influences of his 
holy ſpirit, to the end of our lives, in order to pre- 
{ſerve our Juſtification till God ſhall finally pardon 
our ſouls at our departure hence, and conſummate 
our remiſſion at the reſurrection of the juſt, which 
is our ſecond Juſtification. And if, during our 
continuance in this world, we fall into deadly fin 
after baptiſm, they teach, that we muſt inwardly 
believe and repent, that God, upon our prayer to 
him, and the receiving of the bleſſed ſacrament, 
may renew our Juſtification, in the. ſame manner 
as he beſtow'd it upon us at firſt. This is the 
doctrine they univerſally inculcate; and which, tho” 
you would never ſo fain, you cannot oppoſe, 


without contradicting the feriptures, and the judg- 


ment of our church. | 
5. You ſay, they ſpeak of the new birth as an 
outward thing, as if it were no more than baptiſm, 
by which you muſt mean outward baptiſm only. 
This likewiſe is abſolutely falſe; as I have ſhewn 
in my former letter: and indeed you muſt look 
upon the clergy as the mereſt dolts in nature, who 
neither underitand the very catechetical doctrine 
they learnt in their infancy, nor the church's office- 
of baptiſm, which they ſo frequently uſe. 
Conſider then, Sir, how wicked and abominable 
in the fight of God it is for you to miſrepreſent 


your brethren to the people, in this ſcandalous 


manner. Reflect at length, if upon this account 
your conſcience never check'd you before, that 
they do indeed ſpeak the truth, as it is in Jeſus, 
much more than you do; and that, to uſe your own 
words, ſince they do ſo, you are found à falſe wit- 
weſs before God. Repent therefore of this thy 9 
9 | — neſs, 
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weſt and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine 

heart may be forgiven thee ; for I percerve that thom 
art in the gall of bitterneſs, aud in the bond of ini- 

wit 
7 4 your late Earneſt Appeal, &c. you endeavour . 
to ſet off your principles and practiſes to the belt 
advantage. And 1 confeis it is very well calcu- 
lated to work upon and move the affections of 
the People; but all your ſtrongeit pertnalives to 
the love of God, and to inward religion, will 
not blanch over the. deformity of that doctrine, 
which aſſures men they may be juſtified or par- 
don'd without being at all ſanctified, or by taith 
alone, which is excluſive of charity and obedience. 
Unleſs you publickly recant this horrid doctrine, 
your faith is vain, and your preaching not only 
fruitleſs, but dangerous, and which all pious chri- 
ſtians are bound to deteſt. 

And if you will vouchſafe to purge out this 
venomous part of your principles, in which the 
wide, eſſential, fundamental, irreconcilable diffe- 
rence, as you very juſtly term it, mainly confilts ; 
then there will be found ſo far no diſagreement 
between you and the clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land. You will in this reſpect preach the very 
ſame doctrines; but then, which will be hard for 
a man of your high ſpirir to ſubmit to, you muſt 
return to your former private ſtation, and no lon- 
ger make fuch a figure and buſtle in the world ; 
ſince there will be no farther occalion for you to 
travel about preaching theſe ſaving truths, for that 
the people may, if they pleaſe, be fully inſtructed 
in them by their own paſtors, who in their diſ- 
courſe? infilt upon inward piety and holinefs, and 
the duties of a chriſtian correſpondent ane as 
much as you do. _ 

But the miſchief is, the giddy multitade, like 
= Athenians, love to ond their time in * 

elſe 
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elſe but hearing ſome new thing. They are tired 


with the ſolid, plain and rational way of preach- 
ing they have been accuſtom'd to in the church, 
and think it dry and inſipid in compariſon of the 


powerful charms of that extatick eloquence, thoſe 
high flown metaphors, thoſe pretty rhymes, thoſe 


taking actions and geſtures, with which you tickle 


and bewitch them. Theſe things play upon and 


affect their fancy a little tor the preſent, but their 


minds are not a whit more convinc'd by the evi- 


dence of any truth, than if they heard it preſs'd 
upon them by their proper teachers, when heark- 
en'd. to with that meekneſs, humility, and obedi- 
ence, which is due from the people to their ſpiri- 
tual guides. | 
To ſeveral things which you have ſtrongly en- 
forc'd in your Appeal, 1 have nothing to object, 
only the diſorderly and uncharitable manner of 
doing it, and the inconſiſtency of them with ſome 
of your principles. We all contend, and God 
forbid we ſhould not, as much as you do, for in- 


ward vital religion, and endcavour to perſuade 


men, as much as in us lies, that no outward acts 
of devotion whatever avail any thing without it; 
and to labour with all their inight, as far as the 


imperfection of their nature will permit, to keep 


all the commandments of God, and ſtrive to at- 
tain the utmoſt perfection. | | 

This we all agree with you in, and frequently 
urge with the moſt powerful arguments upon the 
minds and conſciences of our hearers. And if 
you affirm we do not, what elſe can be ſaid, but 
that you are a falſe accuſer? We have therefore 
no need of your affiſtance upon this #<count ; 
and you have nothing left to do, but to ask God 
pardon for all the grievous flanders you have caſt 
upon us, to go back to your coilege, and ſtudy 


to be quiet and mind your own buſineſs. _ But 


tho? 


% 
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tho' 1 gladly commend ſome parts of your book, 
yet there are others which require ſome animad= 
verſions. | 
1. You are much delighted with gay figures, 
-which, without explaining them, are too obſcure 
for vulgar readers to apprehend ; and you are, I 
dare ſay, as much a barbarian to them, 'as if you 
wrote in an unknown tongue. I don't believe 
every tenth perſon in your congregation under- 
ſtands (for inſtance) what you ſay in your 17th 
page about internal ſenſation. 
All you can mean by it is, that uſing all the 
means of inſtruction, ſuch as reading the ſcrip- 
tures, and hearing them explain'd, and the like, 
will' not be ſufficient to make them underſtand 
the meaning of faith, and rightly apprehend the 
| ſeveral things to which they are to give their aſ- 
ſent; ſuch as, the perſon of Chriſt ; the deſign of 
his coming into the world, which was to eſtabiſn 
and confirm a new covenant, that man, upon 
gracious conditions, may be reconciPd to God, 
and brought to eternal happineſs ; the merit of his 
obcdience and ſuftering ; the infinite bleſſings pro- 
cur'd for us by his reſurrection and interceſſion 
in heaven; the precepts which he and his apoſtles 
have deliver'd to the world, which we are to ob- 
ſerve as the condition of the goſpel-covenant ; the 
promiſes we are firmly to rely upon in the per- 
formance of our duty; and the puniſhments which 
will be inflicted, if we neglect or violate it: I 
ſay, the uſing all the means which we have natu- 
rally in our power, will be inſufficient to make 
us to underſtand theſe things, ſo as that they ſhall 
be effectual to aur ſalvation, unleſs God, by his 
ſpecial grace preventing us, does prepare and diſ- 
poſe our minds to have a right and-jaſt notion of 
them, and continually aſſiſt our wills, in perform- 
ing thoſe matters of practice to which we aſſent. 
: ; | For 


_ exclude all other holy duties, but only the merit 
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For who doubts, but that we are not ſufficient 
of ourſelves ſo much as to think any thing as of our- 
ſelves, and that our ſufficiency is of God; and that 
abe natural man recerveth not the things of the ſpirit 
of God, for they are fooliſhneſs anto him; neither 
can he know them, my they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned? It is the ſole work of grace to'corre& 
the peryerſeneſs of our natural and carnal reaſon, 
and to enlighten our minds to make us capable 
of clearly underſtanding the arguments the goſpel 


produces for perſuading us to embrace the faith, 


and to have a true perception of all the objects 
of it expreſs'd in the ſcripturzs, aid of the ſtric 
obligation it lays us under to repent and obey all 
the precepts of Chriſt. This is all can be under- 
ſtood by what you term internal ſentation; and 
if you mean any thing elſe, if you mean eſpecial- 
ly, as ſome do, a perception caus'd by ſome ex- 
traordinary gift of the holy ghoſt, ſuppoſe, by im- 
mediate revelation, I can only ſay you are miſer- 


-ably miſtaken. 


2. You ſay, p. 30. it is urg'd as an objection, 
that you preach 1alvation by faith alone. To 
which you anſwer, And does not St Paul do the 
Tame? To which it may be replied, and does not 
St James tell as, It does not profit, the” a man ſay 
he hath faith, and hath not works, and faith cannot 
fave him: faith, if it hath not works, is dead, be- 
ing alone? Now if St Paul is ſeemingly” for you, 
tis maniſeſt St James, is plainly on our fide. 
How then are theſe two inſpir'd writers to be re- 
conciled? Not ſurely by ſaying, that the word 
[Faith in St Paul means the fingle grace of faith 
conſider'd barely in contradiſtinction to all other 
virtues and good works, as it does in St James; 
but that it contains and implies all other virtues, 
-which ſpring from it as their root, and does not 
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of them, by evidencing that as itſelf is the gift of 
God, ſo ate they too; and therefore there is no 
ground for boaſting. - 

St Paul's is a faith made perfect love, which 
is the ſame thing as St James's faith made perfect 
by works. It is a faith then conſider'd in the moſt 
intenſe and conſummate degree, and not barely 
confider'd with regard to the ſolitary eſſence of it. 
In this way the two apoſtles don't jar with each 
other; any other method makes St Paal contra- 
dict not only the other apoſtles, but even himſelf, 
and conſequently cannot be right. 

That he would contradi& himſelf, I have in 
part ſhewn already; and that obedience of heart 
and life to the commands of the goſpel, as well 
as an aſſent of the underſtanding to the truth of 
the goſpel-revelation, and a truſting and relying 
upon the merits of Chriſt, is included in his noti- 
on of faith, will farther appear to any one who 

will confi der theſe texts. Rom. i. . By whom 
we have received grace and apoſtleſhip for obedience 
to he faith among all nations for his name; where 
the belief ot the goſpel is call d the obedience of 
faith.. Rom. x. 16. But they have-not all obeyed the 
goſpel, for Iſaiah ſaith, Lord who hath believed our 
report? But if faith doth not include obedience, 
how could he prove there were ſome that did not 
obey the goſpel, becaule 1/aiab ſaid, There were 
ſome that did not believe it 7 

And fo likewiſe by comparing 1 Tim. iv. 10, 
25 whiere- our Lord is ſaid to be the $avionr of ' them 

that believe; with Heb. v. 9. where he is ſaid to 
be the author of eternal ſalvation to all them that 
 ebeybim. And alſo by comparing Gal. v. 6. where 
it is ſaid, For in Feſus Chriſt, neither circumeſſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, zut faith 
 Fhich worketh b love; With 1 Cor. vii. 12. Cir- 


mene; is nothing, and dene, is * 
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but the keeping of the commandments of God. It 
were eaſy to ſhew, that both in St Paul, and in 
other ſcriptures there are ſeveral texts, where un- 
belief and diſobedience are equivalently us'd. But 
this may ſuffice to demonſtrate the apoſtle's true 
meaning. „„ Ibis: 

Well, but St Paul ſays, By grace ye are ſaved 
through faith. True, but then faith does not mean 
here that grace eſpecially ſo called, but includes 
alſo the obedience which grows from it, as from 
the beginning and the root thereof. This lively, 
practical faith is the gift of God, we have it not of 
ourſelves, for in us dwelleth naturally no good thing, 
and God and his grace does all; ze:ther is it of 
works, which we do by our natural ſtrength, ex- 
clufive of the divine grace. Every good thing we 
have is owing to this, /e/# any man ſhould boaſt of 
the merit of his holineſs, aſcribing that, which 
belongs only to grace, to our own will. 

But there is not the leaſt room for glorying : 
For, as the apoſtle goes on, We are his workman- 


ſhip created in Chriſt Feſus unto good works,-which 
Cod before ordained that we ' ſhould walk in them: 


We are formed a-new by God in Chriſt, and 
therefore we have no being, life, ſubſiſtence, or 
motion towards that which is good; but only in 
him, 'and by his ſpirit and grace. We are brought 
by God out of a (tate of perfect inability, from 
which he alone can remove us, and from which 
we cannot poſſibly deſerve to be remov'd, that 
we may be enabled to do thoſe good works which 
always accompany a perſect faith, to which he 
hath before prepar'd us by his pure mercy, and 
which he continually does in us by his mighty 


power. 


It is plain then that the good works which we are 

created unto in Chriſt, that we ſhould walk in them, 

are always in St Paul's judgment join'd with 925 
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And therefore we are not ſaved by faith alone, 
taken in a ſenſe excluſive of good works, as you 
falſely teach. The merit of good works is ex- 
cluded, but not themſelves. Can any words be 
more expreſc—againit you? You cite another text 
altogether as impertinent as this: Believe in tbe 
Lord Feſus, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, Ads xvi. 3r. 
For here the word, believe, does not ſignify the 
grace, or the acts of faith only, but is a metony- 
my, where the cauſe is named, but wherein alſo 
the genuine effect and natural conſequence is 
comprehended. A firm and ſolid faith neceſſarily 
produces charity and repentance, and therefore 
theſe in the word, believe, are by no means ex- 
cluded from it, but expreſs'd by it, and implied in 
it. 12 7 | 

In ſcripture ſometimes faith, which is the cauſe 
of all other graces, ſometimes charity, ſometimes 
repentance, which is the effect of faith, is only 
mention'd ; but each of theſe words are not al- 
ways to be underſtood of that one ſingle virtue, 
but muſt frequently ſo be interpreted as to con- 
tain the whole duty of a chriſtian. Thus St Paul 
to the Fews at Antioch, — Be it known unto you 
therefore, that through this man is preach'd unto you 
the forgiveneſs of ſins; and by him all that believe 
are juſtified from all things, from which ye could not 
be juſtified by the law of Moſes. Here believing 
cannot ſignify faith excluſive of repentance, but 
ſuch a faith as includes it, as neceſſary for the 
obtaining Juſtification, or the forgiveneſs of ſins; 
it being unqueſtionable, that God only juſtifies or 
forgives penitent believers. And St Paul declares, 
that repentance is a neceſlary qualification of a 
true convert, as well as faith: He fpew'd firſt unto 
them at Damaſcus, and at Jeruſalem, and through- 
ont all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
ſhould repent and turn to God, and do works meet 


for 
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| for repentance: And Chriſt ſent him to open their 
Eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, aud 
From the power of Satan unto God, that they may re- 
ceive forgiveneſs of ſins, and an inberitauce 
BY them tbat are ſaudtified by faith which it in me. 
i + You ſee here they ate previouſly ſanctiſied be- 
4 fore they are juſtified, by faith effectual to work 
repentance, and to free men, from infidelity and 
ſin, and ſlavery, under the dominion of the devil, 
and no other faith, not mere ſolitary faith, as you 
would have it, can be a condition of Juſtification, 
or of forgiveneſs of ſins, and having a right by 
| God's goodneſs to the heavenly inheritance. 
1 Thus it is plain Acts xiii. 21. is of no ſervice to 
| you. Believe, ſays St Paul to the jailor, that is, 
believe and repent, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. Then 
Faul and Silas ſpake unto him the word of the Lord, 
epen'd to him the terms of the goſpel, convine'd 
him of the neceſſity of believing in Chriſt, and for» 
faking his ſins. Then the man, to ſhew that e 
did ſo, and that his faith was made perfect by 
charity, like a true convert to the religion et love, 
kindly took them the ſame hour of the night, aud 
waſh d their ftripes; and thus prepar d, he and all 
his were baptiz'd ftraitway, and fo. were juſtified, 
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cor, by the miniſfration of that bleſſed ſacrament, \, 
teceiv'd remiſſion of fins. Hence it is likewife 
FT * manifeſt, that not only faith and repentance, but 


baptiſm alſo, when it may be had, is neceſſary for 
Juſtification and Salvation : which is notoriouſly 
the doctrine of the Church of Exgland, but I can- 
not perceive it is yours. * | 
_ . You admit of no conditional cauſe of Juſtifi- 
cation, but faith alone, not'repentance, not charity 
or any other grace, not the profeſſion. of chriſtia- 
nity which we made at our baptiſm, altho* St Peter 
- aſcribes our ſalvation to it, and St Paul ſays, that 
not only with the heart a man believeth unto rigb- 
zeonſneſs, 
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teouſueſt, but with the mouth alſo_confeſſion is made 
unto ſalvation, viz. a publick and voluntary con- 
feſſion, that they all reſolv'd to live and die chri- 
ſtians, and to take up the croſs, and forego all 
worldly advantages for the ſake of the goſpel: 
ſuch a penitential confeſſion as many that believed 
made, who coming to St Paul, confeſs d and ſhew'd 
their deeds ; ſuch alſo as many of them made, who 
uid curious arts, and bringing their books to 1 ther, 
burnt them before all men; and they counted the price 
of them, and found it no leſs than fifty thouſand 
pieces of ſilver. 

But you exclude every thing of this ſort, as ſeals 
and proofs of true converſion; they cannot, ass 
you contend, be any part of the conditional cauſe 
of our Juſtification ; and you ſtrenuouſly affirm, 
that we are ſav'd from our fins: only by a confi- 
dence in the love of God. But let me ask you, 
Does this precede, or follow, Juſtification? If the 
latter, then it is not a condition of Juſtification at 
all, much leſs the only one: then too we are juſ- 
tified without any previous condition; for if it is 
not ſo, and in your opinion nothing elſe can be, 
our ſins are forgiven without our per forming any 
thing to obtain forgiveneſs, which is the higheſt 
abſurdity. If it precedes Juſtification, then how 
can it be, as you in many places declare, ſuch a 
ſure truſt as a man hath in God, that his fins are 
tor ee or that he is already juſtified. K 

his, good ſir, give me leave to ſay, is the 
greateſt nonſenſe and contrad iction poſſible. Ac- 
cording to you, it is a condition, and no condition; 
it is any thing, or nothing, as you pleaſe. In ſhort, 
it is impoſſible you can underſtand this jargon 
yourſelf, and therefore you labour in vain to make 
it intelligible to others. You ſoar alot on Eagle's 
wings, and leave the Pug * to gape: and ſtare 
* you. 


"Your 


f God, 1 Jobn, iii. 1. He bids us attentiyely, and 
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Your hypotheſis is, that firſt our fins are forgiven; 
that God is firſt reconcil'd to us; and then, that 
we have this ſure truſt and confidence in the love 
of God. But where pray are we taught, either 
in holy ſcriptures, or by our common mother the 
Church of England, that we are juſtified -or- par- 
don'd, and made inheritors of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, before we are firſt converted, and ſanQified 
by faith and repentance, and make a-publick pro- 
feſſion thereof? I have look'd as narrowly as I 
could, and cannot find it. Nay, is it not con- 
trary to plain ſcripture, and to the church's au- 
thentick monuments, to aſſert, that Gad pardons 
and ſaves unbelieving and impenitent ſinners? ls 
it not indeed the fouleſt error, 1 had almoſt ſaid, 
the higheſt blaſphemy ?_ | | | 
In the next place, if we are ſav'd only by a con- 
fidence in the love and mercy-of God, how will 
you diſtinguiſh this ſole confidence of yours from 
that of the Antizomian hereticks, who make as 
high pretences to it as you can poſſibly do? Will 
you' ſay, that the love of God, and all chriſtian 
aces, are neceſlarily join'd to this confidence? 
hat cannot be, becauſe then we are not ſav'd 


only by ſuch a confidence: then we are ſav'd by 


other graces and good works, as well as by that, 
which is directly contrary to your hypotheſis, un- 
leſs to be ſay'd only, and not only, by that, be the 
ſame thing. | | N | | 
In order to 8 we are pardon'd firſt, and 
then we have this confidence, by which alone we 


are ſav'd from our ſins, you tack two ſentences 


of St John's iſt Epiſtle together, which 1 cannot 
underſtand how they are at all to your purpoſe. 

' The firſt ſentence is, Behold, what manner of 
love the father hath beſtow'd upon us, to which you 
ſhould have added, that we ſhould be called the ſons 
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with grateful hearts, conſider the great love an 
mere of God in calling us to be bis ſons, and 
beſtowing upon us the privileges, belonging to 
ſuch. What then? Does it follow we are made 
the ſons of God without a previous converſion ta 
him by faith and repentauce, and tnat our fins are 
firſt forgiven without any condition, and that then 
we . muſt have a ſole truſt and confidence in bi 
tove?. A man muſt be an 0 Edpar, who can find 
out ſuch a riddle in this text. a 
The other. ſentence is: We muſt love. him, be- 
canſe he firſt laved us; That is, tho' we were ſin- 
ners, and n yet out of mercy to us, 
and a preventing love, Gad ſent his only ſon into 
the world to ſuffer and die as a victim for all 
mankind, and to redeem us from ſin, by purcha- 
ſing for us grace and ſalvation, tho“ we did not 
delerve jt at his. hands. By. which. grace we are 
turn'd to God through faith and repentance, and 
have our ſins pardon'd, and are enabled to perſe- 
vere in our juſtified ſtate. And therefore we are 
bound to return the tribute of our love and grati- 
Cong and to obey him faithfully as long as we 
. a Ads | 
No how this makes for you, and againſt us, 
is paſt my skill to imagine. Does it hence fol- 
low that we are not to love God before our juſ- 
tification, as well as after we are in that happy 
ſtate? Or that we are ſav'd from our fins only 
by a canfidence in the love of God, and not alſo 
by charity and obedience, which are the bleſſed et- 
fects of his grace and love? cats 
In good trath, Sir, your ſole condition of our 
being juſtified is not prov'd from hence, but the 
contrary. St Jobn frequently urges keeping God's 
cammandments and obedience, as our chriltian 
duty; but all we are oblig'd to according to your 
abſurd notion is, o. % ab in our nan” Pio 
ee Di. "12:08 
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firm and undoubted aſſurance that God has aQtue 
ally given us a pardon, though we are yet in our, 
fins, and without any a& of ours to obtain it. 
This alone is the ſtate of ſalvation you would 
preach the world into: And all your other exhor- 
tations to piety and a good life are altogether un- 
neceſſary upon your grounds. For if faith and 
repentance are not neceſſary before Juſtification, 
It can never be prov'd, they are afterwards ſo. I 
am afraid many of your hearers, if they don't at- 
ready, will ſee this conſequence plainly enough, 
and therefore it is very fit it ſhould be clearly laid 
open, and the principle from which it naturally 
follows, fully confuted; and this I hope 1 have 
DTT TT OT Om 
Vour brethren indeed, whom you ſeem ſo hear- 
tily to pity, but in truth moſt uncharitably deſpiſe, 
are wont to tell their people from the pulpit, that 
before we can be juſtified, and be in a ſtate of ſal- 
vation, we muſt firſt firmly aſſent to all the truths 
revealed in the goſpel; from this aſſent follows a 
truſt in God's promiſes : and if this truſt. be made 
effectual in us by the grace of God, then we mult 
ſeriouſly apply ourſelves to perform the condition 
of thoſe promiſes, by repenting of our ſins, by a 
firm purpoſe of obedience, by devoting ourſelyes 
entirely to Chriſt ; laſtly, by performing the con- 
dition we have a ſolid ground to hope for the 
thing promiſed, our Juſtiſication and Salvation. _ 
Thus our truſt and hope are a ſpring. of induſtry 
and good endeavours, . puſh, us eagerly on to do 
our duty, and make-us vigorouſly reſolve to pro- 
cure thereby, what is not to be got without it, 
being ſenſible, that God never intends to reward 
an unactive and careleſs confidence, but ſuch on- 
Iy as is induſtrious and obedient. I bis is ver] in- 
relligible and true, and far different from your in- 
cxplicable and dangerous notion. Now * in 


: " 
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ot an abſolute confidence.in the mercy and pro- 
miſes of God, but a conditional one, by which a 
man truſts, that according to the promiſes of the 
-oſpel' he will attain pardon and ſalvation through 
Chi, if he performs the condition of obtaining 


remiſſion preſcrib'd in the ſcriptures. 


” * , 


bom . 
his goes before Juſtification, and does not on- 
y follow it as your's does. This is efficacious. 
towards the amendment of our liyes, but your's 
does not neceſlarily conduce to that great. end. 
This contains. and implies. obedience as its un- 
doubted conſequence, your's has no real connexi- 
on with it. You endeavour indeed to piece them 
together with untemper'd mortar, but a careful 
eye can. eaſily diſcern the one has no ſtrict cohe- 
Dee eee ods 1 ain 
©. Fox, your ſure truſt and confidence. is plac'd af- 
ter. Juſtification,., and before all obedience, which 
is a very impious doctrine, becauſe. it ſuppoſes not 


only that we are pardon'd, altho' impenitent, but 
alſo that we are ſav'd before we have fulfilled the 


terms of ſalvation. Ve maſt firſt, ſay you, have * 
an abſolute A ſurance that we are. pardon'd. and put 
into a ſtate of ſalvation, and then we love, God and 
our neighbour, &c. that is, performing the condi- 
tion of our being in a ſtate of ſalvation afterwards, 
which is plainly ridiculous and abſur a. 

You; would gladly father your doctrine upon 
our church; aud have ſtrangely miſapplied ſome. 
paſſages in the Homilies to make them favour your, 
purpoſe, but you only wrelt theſe as you. do the 
ſcriptures to your own deſtruction. But before L 
prove this, let me correct a point of chronology, 
wherein you are a little miſtaken. You fay it ap- 
pears more than probable, that the very deſign of 
the council of Trent, in its ſixth ſeſſion, was to 
anathematize the doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
{ard contain 'd in her homiljes. But this is jms 
111 , Db polliples 


— 
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poſſible: For the'decreey of che fixth feſſion were 
_ publifd on the'13th'of Jaunary r547; Which wat 
a little before King Edward the Fr came td tlie 
„ eee eee e eee 
Now every body Knows, that kriows any thing 
of hiſtory, that the firſt book of homilies was not 
compos'd till after that King began his reign, and 
was not publiſn'd by the King's Viſitors tilt about 
Angnſt 1547: I may likewiſe obſerve, tllat you 
affirm the council of Trex? has decreed: « It arty 
« man hold (fia«cam) truſt; confidence, or af- 
“ {urance of pardon to be effential to faith, let 
« him be accursd.” Now 1 don't find any ſuch 
words in the canons of that council. Thefe in- 
deed are the words of its twelfth canon: If any. 


. 
- 


„man ſhall ſay, that juſtifying” faith is notfünpg 


* elſe but a confidence in the divine mercy retnit- 
« ting ſins for Chriſt's ſake, or that this confi= 
< dence is, that alone, by which we are juftiff*d, 
4 yer him be accurs'd.“ e 
- This, Sir, I am ſure is true doctrine, whoever 
fay it, and is perfectly agreeable to the'do@rine' of 
our church, which does not make Juſtification” 
conſiſt in this confidence alone, excluſive of other 
virtues and good works as you do; but according” 
10 her this truſt and confidence muſt be join'd and 
accompany'd with all other graces, otherwiſe jt is 
not a lively faith, and we are not juſtified by it at 
all. And ſo you are not only anathematiz'd. by 
the-councit of Freu, but ao condemned by Our 
dW church. F have made this obſervation,” be- 
Gault it ſhews: how unaccurate you are in your 
eitations and remarks,” and what little reaſon your 
people have to rely upon you. A r 
But to come to the doctrines of the homites. 1 
have ſhewn already, that the church's phraſe, we 
are juſtified by faith only, is not to be. underſtood: 
to exclude alt other graces from being the W 
ien 2 on 


7 
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tion.of ladigcuen, as you, manifeſtly pervert 
the-church's-words in her homily of falyation, ve- 
hement iy contend... I ſhall now endeayour to ex Fs 
the true meaning of ſome words towards the eng - 
of the third part. of, that homily, which you mils. 
conſtrue in a. moſt ſtrage manner. In this place 
Agaofigs jwrhat,.1s the; duty of chriſtians, after ue 
are d d or juſtified, and what we are ip do to 
Preſerve our Juſtification, and ſo in the end obtain 
Lee hi, ons, $a 2 
Nov it does not inſtruct us, that we muſt ſave-- 
ourfelves from fin, or from the guilt and puniſh- 
ment, and power, of it, ozly by a confidence in 
the love of God, which is your abſurd doctrine- 
It teaches us no ſuch idle ineffeQive confidence, 
which many molt reprobate ſinners think they have, 
and congratulating themſelves in it, continue in a 
wicked and damnable ſtate, and even die in their 
iniquity, ſtill dreaming that they are ſav'd from 


Which is not without hope and truit in God, not 
without the love of God, and of our neighbours, 
nor without the fear of God, nor without the de- 
fire to hear God's word, and to follow the ſame 

in eſchewing evil, and doing gladhy all good works, 

as opportunity offers: So in order to preſerve our 

ſelves in a juſtified ſtate, we are not only to be- 
lieve that holy ſcripture, and all the articles of the 
chriſtian faich, are true, „but alſo to have a ſure 

<« truſt and confidence in God's merciful promi- 
© ſes, to be ſav'd from everlaſting damnation by 
« Chriſt, whereof doth follow a loving heart to 

% obey his commandments. And this true chrif- 

| 3 tian 


1. Han faith neither any devil Math; 'nor yet any 


man, wich I ſeemeth to be chriſtian mat, 


— and Jet im bis ng and deeds me weilt the con 
o CHO NITIOF TG BOTTLES ITE 00112 'Br0y 
For how can à man have hir true faith, 2h. 
* fute ttuſt and confidence, that through the me- 
„ rits of Chriſt bis fins be fortziven, and he recoli- 
<< eiſed to the favout of God, and to be partaker 
of the kingdom of heaven dy Christ, whew lie 
* lrogth ungodlily, and denieth Chriſt in his deeds? 
<« Surely no fuch ungodly man can have 2555 faith 
and truſt in God. For as they know Chriſt to 
be the only ſaviour of the world; 'fo they know 
„ alfo._ that wicked” men'fhalF” not enjoy the k in 
< dom of God.“ 80 that we are not A more; 
1y the ſure truſt and confidence in God's (mercy, 
vou ſpeak of, but alſo ſuch a fire truſt as is at- 
tended with all other virtues, and all holy con- 
verfation and godlineſs of life. moin, 
A man may have all you require, to wit, a ſole 
confidence in the merits of Chriſt, and yet be a 
very wicked man; but he can't have ſuch a truſt, 
us the church requires, Which is net 4 ſölitary, 
but a complex thing, not only compoſed” of u 
firm truſt in God's promiſes, but alſo of all other 
graces and good works, which are included in it, 
s the neceſſary effects thereof. Such a faith or 
truſt, is not faith alone, but obedience too, and 
this'will undoubtedly continue us in God's fayour, 
and make us at length partakers of the kindom of 
neaven. But too many, God knows, have gone 
imo eternal miſery, who have follow'd your rule 
ot depending only on God's mercy, without do- 
ing what he commands in order to obtain it. 
According to the church, it is impoſſible any 
man can have the true faith and truſt in God ſic 


recommends, who' has not alſo a loving heart to 


' obey his commandments, and unleſs he bas this 
| Se. entire 
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entice: complex thing, and not ona: bare exctus 
five eonfidenve'; unleſs: he has hid true faith, thir 
ſurertrulb and confidence in God's univerſal} pro- 
wiſe, at by the merits of Chriſt: who hath ſatis- 
fivd for all men, his fins alſo in particular are fa- 
tisfied for, he will never be aber of the k 
dom 68 Heaven is evident therefore. this is not 
2 confidence that any particular man's ſmis ure act 
tua forgiven, and he reconcited/ to God; but 
on as the 10th article expreſſes it, a receiving-or 
tratting in God's promiſes in ſuch wiſe as they be 
gemeraliy ſet forth in holy ſcripture, aud Nee 
pradiiſing anfwerably thereto. 
Fhehenity then is thus to be underſtood, * We 
4:mutt taxes a ſure ttuſt aud confidence in Gods 
generag promiſes of grace und mercy, that Chriſt 

4 by the fatrifice oft his death has redeemed atl 
„ mankind; and conſequently: every man in par- 
„ ticular, and has pardoned and reconeited every 
« one to God, or by his merits purchas'd pardon 
and reconciliation for bin who lives up to the 
* precepts of the goſpel. Fhis truſt muſt be at- 
* tended with charity and obedience, and this no 
wicked man can have, ſo as to have any com- 
fort or benefit by it, without fulfilling the prac- 
« tical part of it. "Fhis is the meaning, and this 
alone, of our Church's affirming, that no wicked 
man can have this ſure truſt and conſdence: For 
no one can be interpreted to: have this faith, which 
is made the condition of our acceptance, "but tie 
who is acted by. it, and his works are obedient. 
It is not a faith or truſt merely ſeated in the un- 
derſtanding, but alſo effectually works upon our 
will and allectlons, and under the influences of 
divine grace is the very fundamental cauſe and 
natural ſpring of all our lchriſtian ſer vice and obe- 
dience: And though a wicked man may have the 
ſpeculative part of this truſt b in the mind, 
yet 


1 yet he has it not in a more! and ſalutary ſenſe, and 
4 conſequently cannot be ſaid to haue it in a true 
| chriſtian ſenſe at all. For no confidence in God's 
4 mercy can be ſaid to avail us to bliſs, . but- that 
x which affects and produces the amendment of our 
| es 7 19 ned lie, un nns 
; And that it. is a lively, vigorous, and effective 
truſt in God's general promiſe of pardon and re- 
conciliation; through Chriſt, and not an abſolute 
confidence in God's ſpecial mercy, by which a 
man believes that pardon is already granted to him 
in particular, is plain from what follows in the 
homily, where Chriſt is ſaid to be the only ſavi- 
our of the world; and where the univerſal bene- 
; fits procured to all men by Chriſt's ſacrifice are 
1 enumerated :. and where it is ſaid, that theſe great 
1 and merciful benefits of God, if they be well con- 
-fider'd — move us to render ourſelves unto God 
wholly — to ſerve him in all good deeds, obeying 
| his commandments during our lives, ka. 
1 And thus you have no ground from theſe ſen- 
| - tences partially: cited out of the homily ef ſalvati- 
ox to affirm, that the true chriſtian faith is a ſure 
confidence which a man hath in God, that through 
the merits of Chriſt his ſins in particulrr are actu- 
ally forgiven, and he teconciled to the favour of 
God. *Tis true, it is here meant, every particu- 
lat man's fins. are forgiven; as to tbe attonement 
and ſatisfaction made for them by Chriſt, and he is 
ſo:far reconciPd to the favour. of God; but there 
is no intention to expreſs the ſpecial application 
of the atonement to any perſon, as I have fully 
ſhewn. This then is not the object of our truſt 
or faith, and nothing; elſe here is ſo but God's 
general promiſe of univerſal redemption through 
Chriſt, which every good and faithful chriſt ian mult 
receive and confide in, and if he do ſo heartily, 
Will do his utmoſt to ſhare in. Wo 
351 You 
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us You Tay; "we-are add the powet of Hug 
ſins on! by's 7 in the love of God:* 
we.can't' be ſo fav*d only. by ſuch A er Ear 
for this confidence alone; 1 by itſelf, 0 il 


a loving heart to God's e e will 


not faye us either from the güiſt or power of 
fin. And if you ſay, you don't mean ozly by 
ſuch a confidence, then tis plain you”: are turn” 

aſide to Vain jipgling, deſiring to be. ar teacher, 
aud yer vnderftanding neither what you fay, nor, 
whereof you affirm. In ſhort, you ſeem to 

to be wonderfuliy perplex'd, and: got into an in- 
extricable labyrinth. t now the truſt or 'con- 
fidence the church ſpeaks of, Has no Any. 
obfeurity in it; it is clearty'att qpcrative truſt, an 
being Join*d' with charity, Wilt ' undoubtedly ſave 
4 9 8 our fins, by freeing us from thedominion 

them. 


his is the doctrine which your' deſpiſed bre-. | 


thren preach. But this you are not content wit 
and morting will go. gon with you, or pleaſe; the 
ale palate of 70 t. Hearers, but what has no 

or reaſon” in it. The more profound and 
intricate your notions are, the more Jou admire 
yourſelf, and are admir'd"by them. 

To make it Rift” the more apparent, that the 
church means, by a fure truſt in God's 'mercifut 
promiſes, a confidence in the Dial ms nge 
not a per ſuaſion that any ſp 1 5 is granted 
abſolutely to a particular perſq add fer 
ou 3 in the firſt part of 14 Be off, ith, 
| «The Toy {pre ade tively chriſtian faſt 
« is nor only to believe all things of God which 
* are contain'd in holy ſcripture, but alſo is an 
« earneſt truſt and confidence in God, that he 
cot regard us, that he is careful over us, as 

© the father is over the child whom he doth love, 
" and that he wil be mercifuf unto us * 

| & on y 
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4 
++ only ſon's ſake, and that we have our Saviour 
« Chriſt our perpetual, adyocate and ptieſt, i 

„ whoſe, only merits,; oblation and ſuffering, we 
«do truſt, that our offences be continually waſh* 

&« and pufg'd, whenſoever we, repenting truly, do. 
« return, to, him; with our whole, heart, ſtedfaltly. 
determining with ourſelves, through his grace, 
«. to, obey and ſerve him in keeping his command- 
& ments, and never to turn back again to ſin. 
Such is the true faith that the ſcripture, doth. 


% ſo. much commend; the which when it ſeeth 


& and conſidereth what God hath done for us, is 
e alſo. moy'd through continual aſſiſtance of the 
« ſpirit of God, to ſerve and pleaſe him, to keep 
6 his favour, to fear. his diſpleaſure, to continue 


bis obedient: children, ſhewing thankfulneſs a- 


ain, by keeping bis commandments, and that 
« freely, for true love chiefly, and not for dread, 
« of puniſnhment, or love. of temporal reward, 
eonſidering how clearly, and without deſervings, 


we have ręceiv'd his mere and pardon freely.”* _ 


Tis evident this is à faith or truſt in the gene- 
ral. promiſes of pardon and ſalvation throngh the 
merits of Chriſt, whoſe ſacrifice offer d, and in- 
terceſſion made for all, will be available to thoſe 
who come up to the terms preſcrib'd.in the goſ- 
pel. But this is not a confidence or abſolute. aſ- 
ſurance, that Chriſt has actually pardon'd any par- 
ticular perſon. *Tis. only a confidence in God, 
that every man's fins are pardon'd, and. he will be 
finally ſav'd,.it he has liy d, and ſhall live, accord- 
ing to his chriſtian profeſſion, . 'I'is, a confidence, 
that, by the merits of Chriſt, and what he hath. 
done for us, God dath fave all penitent and obe- 
dient chriſtians ; and not that any particular man 
is abſalutely in a ſtate of ſalvation, for, he can, 
only be conditionally in that ſtate, 9:2, be 
pent.and pbey ; and-nane Gan de infa}libly, ſure ho 
ES © hp ; | : d Oe 
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does fo, vnleſs by immediate revelation ; therefore 
the ſpecial 'mercy granted to auy man, can be no 
obje&t of faith., oops? wrought; 


3 : 


{ have ſhewn in my former letter, how a ma 
may arrive at a comfortable aſſurance, that he is 
in a juſtified ſtate, viz. by carefully examining his 
conſcience, whether he is really poſſeſs'd of all 
Jpiritual graces, and ſtudiouſly endeavouring to keep 
all the commandments. of God, and praying to 
him for his aid, and vſing all the means God has 
i an to further him in his chrittian courſe. _ 
If. a man thus brings forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance, then he will attain to a ſufficient cer - 
tainty that he is in a good condition; then his heart 
will not condemn. him, and he will have confi- 
dence towards God. But at the ſame time that 
he confides in God, and has not any diſtruſt in his 
"mercy, if he acts up to his duty; yet it is no fault 
at all to miſtruſt himſelf, and to fear that the beſt 
ſervices he can perform, are mean and imperfect. 
We muſt take care not, in the leaſt degree, to 
imagine that any thing we can do, deſerves God's 
favour. There is no merit at all in our good 
Works and graces ; and they are not otherwiſe ac- 
ceptable to God, but thro” the mei its of Chriſt: But 
though there is no merit in them, yet ſince they 
are the effects of divine grace, and upon that ac- 
count are acceptable to God, we, muſt know by 
them whether we have the right faith or no. 

In order to come to ſome knowledge and cer- 
tainty of our faith, we muſt try it by our living, 
look upon the fruits that come of it, mark the 
increaſe of love and charity by it towards God 
and our neighbour, and ſo ſhall we perceive it to 
be a true lively faith. If we feel and perceive 
Juch a faith in us, we may rejoice in it, and muſt 
be diligent to maintain and keep, it ſtill in us, and 
ſtrive that it may daily increaſe more and more 
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by well, doing; and ſo. we ſhall be ſufficiently, 
tho“ not infallibly, fure that we ſhall pleaſe God 


by this faith, and at Yength, when his will is, re- 
ccive the final reward of it, even the fUyarion of 


= 


our ſouls. * | | ; 
©* This is the utmoſt certainty we can ordinarily 
arrive at in this lite, and we are to look for no 
other; all other kind og aſſurance is 9 
and enthufiaſm. The fruits of rhe ſpirit are np! 
ſo manifeſt, but that a derne nerd enn 
very well ezeteißs d to the diſcerning of good and 
evil, may be eaſily deceiv*d therein. Hypocriſy is 
Tpun oftentimes ot a very fine thread; and the 
heart of man abounding with ſo much hypocri 
us it doth, and ſo much ſelf-love and uncharitable- 
neſs withal, is the moſt deceitful thing, yea and 
the moſt deceivable too, of any thing in the world. 

© There are on the one fide ſo many mock-grace 
and ſpecious couhterfeits, that catty a ſemblance 
of ſpiritual fruit, but are not the things they ſeem 
to be; and on the other fide, inordinate love of 
ourſelves partly, qpd partly . want of charity to 
our brethren, have ſo diſpos'd us to a 1 of 
being deceiv'd, that it is no wonder, if in paſſin 
our judgment, we be very much and very oft 
miſtaken: It palght rather be a wonder, if we ſhould 
nor at leaſt be ſometimes ſo. 5 
As mot errors Claim to be a little akin to ſome 
truths, ſo moſt vices challenge a kind of affinity 
to ſome virtues; not ſo much from any proper, 
intrinſical, true reſemblance they have with ſuch 
virtues, as by reaſon of the common oppoſition 
they both have to the ſame contrary vice. Now 
deception ariſes from the appearance of ſome ſi mi- 
litude, when things that are like, but not the fame, 
are taken for the ſame, becauſe they are like- 
They that have given up marks of fincectty fi 
the trial of our graces, have not deen able to ay 
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any dafatjidte,charalters; aue 46 try the ſſh- 
cerity of thofe marks, Io 4s 20 remove 

bnity of er ting. Whence 1 may ibfer, ihur the 
certainty of Os yg ſtanding in geace, burt 
much more them of his eternal future ſalvation, - 
(ultho* I don. not bu, by the mercy of God it 
may [be attainable: iti th life, in ſuck a meaſute 
ati inay ſuſtam the ſbul of an honeſt chiſtian with! 
comfort} is not yet ener ſo abſobnely neceffaty, 
nor ſo void o fears au” doubrings, as you ſeem 


Not ſo neceſſary, bm that 6 man may be ſaws! 
without it. Many a good ſoul, no queſtion, there 
is in the world; that our of the etperience af the 
fabſeneſs of Me on heart, and the fear of ſelf- 
deceit, and the fenſe ef his own” un wortkineſs, 
could never yet attam to be ſo well per ſuaded of 
the ſincerity of his own repentance, faith and o- 
—_— as to think God would approve and ac- 
cept it. The cenſure were very hard; and a great 
violation of chariey it would be, aud of truth al- 
ſo; to pronoumce ſuch a man to be ont of the 
ſtate of ſalvation ; or to call ſuch his diſper ſua ſton 
by the name oÞ-deſpair, and under that name to 
condemn it. 


Deſpair is quite another gung. When 4 man 


thinks himſelf ſo incapabte of God's pardon, that 


he grows regardleſs of all duties, and never en- 
deavours to ſoek God's favour; as belicving” it in 
vain; this is properly the ſin of deſpair. But 
when the fear that God has note yet pardon'd him 
prompts him to better reſolutions, and excites him 
to a greater care of repentance” aud newneſs of 
tife, and makes him more ſolicitous in the per- 
formance of all holy rag that ſo he may de the 
more cnpable of pardon, it is ſo far from beiug 


any way prejudicial to his e __ TW: He 
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But where the greateſt certaiuty is, that can be 
attaiu'd to in this life by otdinary means, it is not 
ordinarily, unleſs perhaps to ſome few. perſons at 
the very hour of death, ſo perfect as to exclude 
all doubtings. The fruits of the ſpirit, where 
they are true and ſincere, being but imperfect in 
this life; and the truth and ſincerity. of them be- 
ing not always ſo manifeſt, but that a man may 
ſometimes be deceiv'd in his judgment about it: 
it can hardly be but that the aſſutance, which: is 
wholly grounded thereupon, and can therefore 

have no more ſtrength than they can give it, mu 
be ſubject to ſome ears and doubtings. i on 
. I ſpeak not this to ſhake: any man's comfort 
(God forbid) but to ſtir up every man's care to 
abound and increaſe ſo much the more in godli- 
neſs, and in the fruits of the ſpirit ; giving all di- 
ligence by walking in the ſpirit, and ſubduing the 
1uſts of the fleſh, to make bis calling and election 
ſure; ſure. in it ſelf, that be fail not of ſalyation 
in the end; and ſure to him alſo, as far as he can, 
tdat his comfort in the mean time: maybe greater 
and ſo under. 0 niz let lo 23! 
„This is the aſſurance the church teaches, and. 
no other; it no where informs us, as you do, 
that our fins are forgiven, and then that we muſt 
have a truſt and confidence that they are, Which 
truſt implies an aſſurance of the thing, otherwiſe: 
we want that faith by which we muſt be ſaved. 
1] have. ſhewn already that the paſſages you cite 
trom her homily are nothing to the purpoſe: And 
ſhe every where, holds, that faith, and truſt, and 
repentance muſt be had firſt, and then we are pat- 
doned; and theſe graces which comprehend the 
whole duty of a chriſtian, muſt be preſerved: in us 
during our whole lives, in order to ſuſtain our 
juſtified: ſtate, and we can have no aſſurance we 
are in it, but ſo far as we are ſure theſe graces re- 
main in us, and are daily augmented by perſeve- 
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ring in doing the good works vrhich naturally 
flow'from them 

There is no body doubts, but that a confidence 
in 4 pardoning God is eſſential o true faith; but 
this is no argument, that a confidence of our own 
patticular pardon is in like manner eſſential. It 
would be a denial of chriſtianity to ſay, that God 
does not pardon penitent ſinners; but ſtill a man 
may de a very good chriſtian, that has not an ab- 
ſolute! aſſurance of bis 0wn- pardon. Theſe are 
manifeſtly very different things, and that man mult 
needs paſs a very. raſh ſentence; 'who condemns a 
perſon - that can't perfectly perſuade himſelf he is 
in a ſtate of grace, altho? at the fame time he ſure- 
ly truſts God pardons all thoſe, and him among 
the reſt, who ſincerely and entirely turn to him. 
St Paul methinks has fully determin'd this point, 
1 Cor. iv. 4. I know ü nothing by myſelf, /ay be, 

60 {my conſcience does not reproach me with any 
« thing) yet lam not hereby juſtified, but he that 
„ judgeth me is the Lord.“ Let us believe the 


imony of our conſcience more than of 


men; but let us have regard to the teſtimony of 
God more than that of our own conſcience. For 
alſo in this caſe, God it greater than our hearts, 
aid knoweth'all things. Aud if an apoſtle fo illu- 
minated don't thin himſelf juſtified, though his 
conſcience reprove him with nothing, how much 
ougbt we'of ſo inferior a fank to dread the judg- 
ment of him, who in order to judge us will con- 
ſult only his truth and our duties, his graces and 
n 721 big 


-.:Your- confidence and aſſurance does not imply, 

that men are pardoned or juſtified upon the pre- 
ceding condition of faith and repentance ; But 
ſuppoſes that God has pardon'd or juſtified impe- 
nitent ſinners, and that they are abſolutely: ſure 
of this, before they are poſſe ſsd of any one grace 
beſides, and banal 6 done any nn. = 
> he n ut 
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the church mantains the quite 1. 
on: are juſtified upon the Sw conte. 
and that they are competently fare of their Joſti- 
Keatiou by having perfurm'd aud continuing to 
perform it during their hole Shriſtian warfare. 
She iuſtructs men to try their: faith by their works, 
and fo to attain a comfortable aſſurance of their 
preſent ſtate, and a good hope of their future. 
Von tell them to get this 


nee firſt of all, 
und then all. graces and good works art to follow 
after wards; But certainly if once men are fuliy 
aſſured of their pardon, there can be no neceſſity 
of any thing elſe. They are confident God's mer- 
ey has done all for them already, and if they can 

ut keep this unconditional aſſurance ſtrongly. fi xt 


And if this alone ſav es us from out paſt fins, Why 
Mould it not alſo ſave us from our future? At 
the moſt according to your doctrine we are only 
bound out of mere gratitude to keep God's com- 
mandments for his having already ſav'd us, and 


not out of duty that we in the end may attain e- 
3 F „ 0 g 


verlaſting life. 31 3963 23 79; een - T7: 
- You- plainly. go upon the ;Artiwomian ſcheme, 
tho” I believe you are; not ſenſible of it. They 
don't allow repentance to be neceſſary to obtain 


remiſſion of ſins; they likewiſe bold men are fa- 


ved only by a tecumbency on God's mercy and 
Cbriſt's merits ; aud laftly they hold as a conſe- 
quence of theſe' principles, and a very natural one 
zt is, that let them do + what: they will, if they do 
but hold faſt this recumbency, they are ſafe. Now 
jf you can clear your principles from: this unhap- 
py conſequence, pray do; ' otherwiſe: never boaſt 
of your conyerfipns: for they are built upon the 
ſand, aud cannot be laſting. 3 1710 
Lou endeavour to prove your dectrine of aſ- 
ſutance from ſetiptute ! Hear /believing Fob ( ſay 
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4 or liweth. “ . Well, but 3 it appeat from this 
tert, that {Fob had his fins ICS without 
doing any tbing towvardsb it, andi tbat then be had 
ſuch an aſſurance, as you ſuppoſe, af his ſalvati- 
on, altho' he had. not tepented af his ſins? That 
he had this ;aflurance firſt, aud obey'd and fery'd 
God aſter wards ? I am ſure nathing of this kind 
dan be concluded ſrom this text: on the contrary, 
it is: manifeſt: he had firſt a ttue truſt and confi- 
dence in the mere of Gad, and a ffedſaſt hope 
of all good to be — at his hand; and there- 
fore became perfect and upright, and one that fear d 
Gad, and eſcbew'd evil, and thenefore: 0 doubt 
God accepted and juſtified mina . 245 
Aid yet it does not appear he bed as: forme 
time am abtolute aſſuranee oi this; tor tho' there 
was none like him upon earth, and he exceH'd in 
all virtues; though be endured the greateſt! cala- 
mities and afflictions with the moſt! exemplary pa- 
tience, and, notwithſtanding the moſt painful tor- 
ments, he til} held: faſt his integrity; and firmly 
relied on the divine providence, and therefore God 
undoubtedly cantinued him in his zuſtified: ſtate; 
yet he had great fears, that God had 2 — 
him, and upon that account loaded him with his 
heavy diſpleaſure. “ I have ſinned, (ſay; he) what 
«. ſhall I do unto thee, what ſatisfaction ſhall I make 
to thee, O thou obſerver of men? Why doſt 
thou not pardon my tranſgte ſſiong, and take a+ 
„ May mine iniquity ? I am afraid of all my for- 
„% rows, I know that thou wilt not hold me in- 
« nocent; if. I be wicked, h then labour I in 
« vain,” in the yindication of my jnnocence.— 
And again: If Ifhonld juſtify myſelf, mine own 
„mouth would condemn me; if 1 ſay 1 11 
« fe, it ſhall alſo prove me perverſe.“ 
Is there any appearance that Fob had tio ſcuuples 
about his being in a ſtate of falvation? or that he 
had an abſolute „ of his being forgiven? 
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 Methinks tis evident he had not, alth6*.:it\ can't 


be in the leaſt doubted but that he had an entire 
truſt in a pardoning God; and that God had ac- 
tually forgiven him, though he had no great cer» 
rainty of it. The-neceflary. conſequence. of this 
is, that a ſure truſt in God's mercitul promiſes 
does not imply an aſſurance they are applied to 
any particular pet ſon, and that ſuch an aſſutance 
can't be an object of faith. After watds indeed 
God was pleas'd to beſto upon him à ſtrong 
aſſurance of his favour towards him, and to in- 
ſpire him with a prophecy of the reſurrection at 
the laſt day, and that he, among other Sony: _ 
ſhould have a ſhare in it. 

I know''(fays162)< that mpatecdemer liveth, 
« and that he fhall ſtand at the latter day upon 
« the earth: and though after my skin, worms 
„ ſhall deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I 
2 ſee God; whom 1 ſhall ſee for myſelf, and 

4% mine eyes ſhall behold, and not another.” —— 
Many learned Men have interpreted this place of 
2 temporal deliverance, dut it ſeems to me more 
natural to interpret it of dh reſurrection, as our 
church does. or) 3601 „ 4 5 

Now nothing more can de prov'd from hence, 
than that Fob, who was tried in a very extraordi- 
pary manner, had as extraordinary a degree of 
light to ſupport: him in the conflict; but this by 
no means argues, that every good chrittian. ſnal 


have the ſame degree of illumination. Je was 


immediately inſpir d by God with a prophecy of 
his future bliſs, thefore (ay yon) it isi the privilege 
of every one, who ſurely truſts in God, that he 
ſhall have an abſolute aſſurance of his preſent ſal· 
vntion. 1 muſt confeſs; I can't but admire at this 
conſequence.— There needs no more to be ſaid 
10 this page een ade da 23207 of 
"You go on: © Hear 7. homas, when having ſeen 
00 he 9 erying RY My. Lord — . 
e 
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The meaniug of which is, that St Tm, who 
before was {oi indredulous, that he would not be» 
lieve the: indiiputable teſtimony of others who!:had 
ſeeni che Lord; being now couvine'd of the truth 
and of his tault, by his own experience, makes a 
ready, pertect, and fervent conteſſion, both of his 
faith and repentance. I acknowledge, 15 he, 
& that thou art indeed my Lord, -whom I have 
te hitherto ſerv'd; and that thou, by raiſing thyſelf 
t up from the dead, haſt clearly ſhew'd thyſelf to 
© be my. God too: O thou, that art both my 
„ Lord and my God, forgive the weak neſs of my 
« faith, and fully ſanQity: me by thy grace and 
& ſpirit.” Ihen Chriſt pardon'd him, as is ſufi · 
ciently intimated in the next verſe: for he ac- 
counts him bleſſed, who by ſeeing him had believ'd, 
altho? he declares them more bleſſed who have not 
ſeen and yet have believ?d, their faith being more 
perfect than his. Now in St Thomas confeſſion 
there is not implied any aſſurance of pardon, as 
you pretend, but only an ardent deſire of it, upon 
his faith and repentance. And if it did imply ſach 
an aſſurance, he might well have it, ines he had 
an immediate revelation of it from God himſelf, 
which men can't now claim as their privilege. 
ou next deſire us to hear St Paul clearly de- 
ſcribing the nature of his faith, The Hife 7 6 
live, 1 live by faith in the Son. of G "ho 'laven 
me, and gave bimfelf for me. Irhat is, I live no 
longer the life of a Jew, etpecting Juſtifibation 
by legal performances; but I now live as becomes 
a Chriſtian; believing and practiſing thoſe things 
which the ſon of God requires of me by his goſ- 
pel, and this I think myſelf bound to by all the 
ties of love and duty, ſince! he who lov'd and died 
for all, conſequently lov'd me, andi gave himſelf 
for me. No all that can; with the utmoſt ſorews 
ing; be gather d from hence is, that as fur ast 


Paul could be ſeuſiblezof the unfcignegneſs-ofhis 
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own faith: and the: fruits i oi / fo fas e: cαοl 
have: an Aſfurance of his, Juitiſiaation- Aud n 
queſtion a prion ondaw'd with duch extragrdi 
itts; might arrive at a-very;cminent degtee of 
rance; but it will not follow that every: true 


believer can attain this bigh degree, much rr 
1 55 d ee al it. - E Ali $4401 be 34 


6 — We give thanks ar — 
math deliver d us from the power of dark neſs, and 
tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear ſon; 

„ in whom we dave redemption thro' his blood, 

even the forgiveneſs of our ſins.“ Here you 

manyeltiyipervert the text. It is not, Le 

SENS and theſe: words don't. relatꝭ to Faul and 

azhy' who: wrote the epiſtle, but to the Colafiaus 
to whom they wrote, as appears from the con-: 

text. For ihis cauſe (ſays. the apaſtle, v. 9, 2. 

4. we alſo——dowt. ceaſe to pray for you, that ye 

might /be-fill'd with the knowledge ot his will 

rb. — N walk. worthy o than run 
ren '& w Oy e ume 

Ame — Se. 10 5 In "- arent 
Here t Pau prays, among other things that 

the Caleſtaut might acknowledge: with all grati- 

eude the great mercy of God, and the infinite be- 
nefits which. Chriſt has purchas'd for us, that is, 
far all chriſtians, | by his blood, and by bis death; 
and theig are: That he bath made us (meaning 
the Cole a5 well as himſeit) meet to be inhe- 


_ Fitors af the 2 heaven, by calling us to 


believe the goſpel, and repent of our ſins, and by 
being willing to accept of our imperfedt obedience ; 
that he hath-deliver'd. us from the power of dark- 
nels; thoſe: of us who were Jes from the ſlavery 
of ſin; and thoſe of us who were Gentiles, as the 
Nolefrax were, from ignorance and heatheniſm, 


en en us a right to — = 
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10 reproveable.in his 5 
o faith grounded and - be not — 
+ away from che hope of -the goſpel.” > Now. 
would ask, Is it certain that all the Calaſtau- 
an abſolute aſſurauce they had receiv'd theſe bt 
fits? No, moſt undoubtedly; All then that-cal 
be meant here js, that me ate to 1 65 h 
the father, for that hei and Chriſt 
mercy and ove * done thets wt to 
redeem: and ſave us, and that we muſt take dili“ 
* care to employ the grace they have given 1 

working out out owh fal vation. 

Now this implies nothing of the aſſurance you 
ſpeak. of; and all that can poſſihly he — 
from hence is, an aſſurance we, doc and ſhall ab- 
' tain all: good things from, Godei if! we. do what 
God requices' of vs ; but nat an ſſurance af on 
ſalvation an dy a confidence in the love of God, 
without doing any thing at all. It is, an ſhort, a 
conditional, not an abſolute aſſurance, that may 
de inſetr'd from hence, And thus your proofy 
for chis point are maniſeſtiy impertinent.;/and at 
Your rate of oiting ſcripture, the moſt -wilimſicat 
perſon in: the n er K f what is 
aten it, 18955 [EF 3s RMP 

: You afſect, that if we neag: the! A5 of thethn 
poſttes, we ſhall find, chat all thoſe who ebe 


recgiv?d : b faith: in a moment. Now 1 can't 
perceive this, I muſt confeſs. :1Theyixlidiindeed res 
ceive I very ſoon, but not inftantancouſly. "=, 


38 The Notions of the Methollis 

read that/the{/apoſties,/ in their: diſrorſes to the 
pruple/ proz*dbyumany argumetts thr) fefrus was 
the true Meſſiah, and that fſalvattbn was not ty be 
attain d bur thivugh ſalth and repenkanet, upon the 
profeffion of Whir they gwele api d, The 
ace of God pobyerfully accompanied the words 
them deliver d and exeſtecd the / minds of the 
bearers" fiuſt to dpptehend ren 
then to give their caſſem toſ them, then to have 
ſute cone nce in choſe grucibus ptrumiſes to tlie 
tr of . hich ey aſſenmted, and faſlty to'atthitl 
k good deßtiee of love iroo486d; whith' natural 
produces alb other races. And by theſe ſteps 4 
lively and ſaving faith is formd. 
No theſe ſeveral acts muſt nedeffarily follow 
one another; let the diſtunce bf time be never fo 
ſmall ::i and cordſequentty: it does not appear, that 
there is any ſuch dhing ac a inftayrancons Mſuſi⸗ 
du tof fait li, as ou ſuppoſes This faith made per 
fect by love, and other graces, is the conditfon, 
as I have ſaid,, Gf, our Judiceation. This you 
deny; om tiſe contrary: you affirm, that no faith is 
to be ad befbre quſtii cation but we ate firſt: juſ⸗ 
tified or pardon d, and then the habit of faĩth id 
inſtantaneouſſy infus d, .torwity foth' a faith as im- 
plies an aſſura ce thurwe'gre actual nid. 
For this abſurd doctrine I affitmi you have not 
the leaſt foundation either in the Acts of the Apoſ- 
tles, or any where elſe. And what, you ſay: of 
your: own-experienbe of thafe!! who: now [receive 
yourimaginary heaverily gifts, is al} follpand'mad- 
neſ5.:1: Itvis mut a: moc faith, , you can nei: 
ther: nudterſtand yourſe:tnor explain to others; 
and I heartily pity the poor people, Who are thus 
miſerably) deluded by you, Ipeaking! lies to them = 
in the name of the Lord, ſubverting 0 ee by 
your intempetate. ꝛcal in the un wear ied pr opagati· 
on ot yourtdangerous etονι e. MN 13 4 
S uebi wn 2d uod A have 
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+ 1;have:now tra, fully cunſuted the doctrines 
you lay the greateſt ſtreſs upon, Aha next buy 
juſt take notice of ſome othet miſtakes in! y 
Appeal. And 1. Lour notion af a viſible church 
is far from ttue. According to our church it is 
% congregation of faithful men, ia the which 
the pure word of God reached, and the ſa- 
<4 .graments;bedylyadmigiſter'd.? (Now! by fas 
ful mem, you, underſtand oniy inwardly true, he- 
lievers. And you fay che vifihle chnach is a con- 
regation of ſuck faithful; men viſibly jm d toge - 
er to: hear God's Word, and partake: of bis ſup- 
per. But how can men inviſibiy, or- inwardly; 
faithful, be viſibly join d together? 'Tihis ſeems. to 
de a contradiction in terms. By. ſainiiſul en; the 
church underſtands men viſibiy or eourwartlly pro- 
tefling the truę faith, as plainly appears from; her 
26th article, where ſhe declares, tha in che: viſible 
chureb tbe evil be ever mingled with abe god; and 
fo long as they contiaue only inviſibiy evil, ſhe. 
looks upon them as uiſiblij faithful. 100 { 
1.20 Youinfiguate; that the ſacraments are only 
wguitte, to the well being of a viſible church; 
whereas the church declares, that the due admini-, 
ſtration of them is an eſſential property thereof, ſo 
that there cannot be a viſible; church without: it. 
— | ſuppoſe you hinted chis to gratity your loving 
diſpiplets, the Custer. hn Ik Sun vio ü * 
8 Let me obſerve, that there) can he no due ad- 
miniſtration of the ſacraments, and conſeguentig 
no viſible church, where there are no biſhops, and 
prieſts lawfully ordain'd by them. I his is a mat- 
ter, I am afraid, you make no account of; for 
you talk of the Moravian church, and of ſacra- 
ments there adminiſter d, althoꝰ they have no epiſ- 
copal ordination among them. This, let me.tell 
you, is contrary.to the :23d and; 26th: articles, and 
to the ordinal. of our church ; therefore in theſe 
points alſo you widely diſter from ber, ann 
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8 85 But no Wonder you die ine cunonb, 
ce there are ſd many things in then to condemn 
yourdiſorderly proceedings: and never pretend to 
vidi eure yourſelf, from ſeverst of the lergy's bate 
negle@'ro-obferres fome' of them; for yo * * 
wie differemee between this, and youꝭ,ao ont 
tuous violation of mien, in ee oppetitivit 6 


7 of your 

Vo ure ungry at me tor purtin ies 
of your breaking the ſolemn /promits- you made a6 
your ordinationy 10. obey the of the 
chiereh, and fubegit yeurſelves do all their godly 
admonirions and idjuriftions. © Tou would come 
off by ſaying, their admonitivns are u 
their inju ions contrary to the wor 
Bat if vou are miſtaken, as yo 1 are, 
this pretefice will never "excuſe: 10. 

You glory much in your converſians. You in 
filr upon the fac, 2Chriſt is”) genre, and ſinners 
ae converted unto God. I utterly deny, 
how reat' a madman ſoever you ma take me to 
be. If your doctrines be falfe, tis plain Chriſt is 
not preachd. Aud if ſeveral be induc'd not to 
commit ſome ſcandalous erimes; yet if you have 


erted them to pride, cenſoriouſneſs, {trifs,” die- 


real, hereſy, deſpiling their lawful paſtors, and 
thoſe who adhere-tb/ them; if they ate noto 
guilty of theſs; and the lixe damyable' fins, let 
them have what pretended aß narr faith they will, 
they 
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"I are no more conyerted than Pont who. 
lead them into them both by your preaching ang 
example. For let me tell you, theſe are much i 
more dangerous and deviliſh fins, than thoſe which - ES: 


it may be they have left. 
Tou give a deplorable account of the debt you 
have contracted by the building of your - meeting 
. houſes. 1 commilerate your cale, if true. But let 
me tell you, you are the leſs to be pitied, unleſs 
you can bring better proof, than you haye hitherto 
done, of the neceflity there is to give yourſelf all 
this trouble and expence. And till you do that, 
all wiſe and conſiderate men, without any breach 
of charity, will loo upon procuring ſubſcriptions 
for carrying on your delignsy das little leſs than 
picking the poor people's pockets, and robbing 'em * 
of that which ſhould maintain their families. 1 
have nothing more at preſent to add, but to be- 
ſeech God, both for your own and your hearers 
fake, to give you a right ſenſe of your errors; and 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
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Errata in the Arſt Leiter. 


Page 7. Une 36, read, either in; p. 9. I. 22. f. but no many. 
p-12z. 1. 6. r. without whoſe 1 ib, . * 1. 


2. 14 4, Penult. 5, Kix, 28. 
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